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2003/19.
Optional protocol to the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,

Reaffirming the need to reinforce the realization of economic, social and cultural rights through the provision of adequate mechanisms and remedies when they are violated,


Recalling its call for the elaboration of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to consider communications from individuals made in its resolution 1996/13 of 23 August 1996 and other pertinent resolutions, in particular, its resolution 2002/14 in which it urged the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-ninth session to mandate the open-ended working group of the Commission to proceed with the drafting of the substantive text of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,


Recalling also that in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action the World Conference on Human Rights encouraged the Commission on Human Rights to continue the examination of optional protocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,


Noting the report of the independent expert to examine the question of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/CN.4/2003/53 and Corr.1 and 2),


Recalling the workshops organized by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the promotion of economic, social and cultural rights which examined, inter alia, the question of the justiciability of these rights, in particular the workshops held in New Delhi, Buenos Aires, Gaborone and Melbourne, Australia, the workshop held jointly with the International Commission of Jurists and the report of the round table organized by the International Commission of Jurists on the draft optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,


Welcoming the request of the Commission on Human Rights in paragraph 13 of resolution 2003/18 of 22 April 2003 to the open-ended working group of the Commission to meet for a period of 10 working days prior to the sixtieth session of the Commission with a view to considering options regarding the elaboration of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,


1.
Urges the Commission on Human Rights at its sixtieth session to mandate the open-ended working group of the Commission to proceed with drafting the substantive text of an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;


2.
Urges the open-ended working group of the Commission to draft an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights that is comprehensive in scope and that provides that communications may be initiated by individual and collective victims as well as by individuals and groups empowered to initiate complaints on behalf of individual and collective victims; further, the instrument should be conceptualized as both a complaint mechanism and an inquiry procedure and preclude State party reservations;


3.
Decides to continue to follow progress in the further elaboration and the adoption of a draft optional protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at its fifty-sixth session under the same agenda item.

22nd meeting
13 August 2003
[Adopted without a vote.
See E/CN.4/2004/2, E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/43, chap. VI.]
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