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Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/34


The Commission on Human Rights,


Recalling its decision 1991/107 of 5 March 1991, in which it decided to consider at its forty-eighth session the text, proposed by the Government of Costa Rica, of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (see E/CN.4/1991/66), intended to establish a preventive system of regular visits to places of detention,


Recalling also its resolution 1992/43 of 3 March 1992, in which it established an open-ended working group to elaborate a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, using as a basis for its discussions the draft text proposed by the Government of Costa Rica, and decided to consider the question at its forty-ninth session, 


Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/6 of 20 July 1992, by which the Council authorized an open-ended working group to meet for a period of two weeks prior to the forty-ninth session of the Commission,


Taking note with satisfaction of the observations presented by Governments, United Nations bodies, the Chairman of the Committee against Torture, the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, the Chairman of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and non-governmental organizations, and of the participation of several of them in the working group on the draft optional protocol, 


Considering that the working group, after having received the valuable contributions of experts from various international or regional bodies engaged in combating torture, has achieved useful progress in the context of the initial consideration of the draft optional protocol, 


Considering also that most delegations have recognized the importance of periodic visits to places of detention in order to reinforce the protection of persons deprived of freedom against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and that such recognition constitutes the fundamental motivation for the continuation of the efforts of the working group to devise an effective mechanism, acceptable to the greatest possible number of States,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/113 of 16 December 1992, in which the Assembly noted with appreciation that the open-ended working group of the Commission on Human Rights had embarked on the elaboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 


1.
Takes note of the report of the working group on the draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (E/CN.4/1993/28 and Corr.1) and welcomes the substantial progress it has made at its first session, which enabled an exhaustive analysis to be made of the essential basic principles of the draft;


2.
Requests the working group to meet between sessions for a period of two weeks prior to the fiftieth session of the Commission in order to continue its work and submit a report to the Commission;


3.
Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the report of the working group to Governments, the specialized agencies, the chairmen of the human rights treaty bodies, the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture and the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned, and to invite them to submit their observations to the working group;


4.
Also requests the Secretary-General to invite Governments, the  specialized agencies, non-governmental organizations, the Chairman of the Committee against Torture and the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture to participate in the activities of the working group;


5.
Further requests the Secretary-General to extend all necessary facilities to the working group for its meetings prior to the fiftieth session of the Commission;


6.
Decides to consider the report of the working group at its fiftieth session under the subitem entitled "Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment" in the context of the agenda item entitled "Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment";


7.
Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and Social Council for adoption:



[For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution III.]

57th meeting

5 March 1993

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. X.]
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