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Situation of human rights in Cuba

Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/63


The Commission on Human Rights,


Recalling its resolution 1992/61 of 3 March 1992 regarding, inter alia, the appointment of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission to review and report on the situation of human rights in Cuba and to maintain direct contact with the Government and citizens of Cuba,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 47/139 of 18 December 1992 regarding the situation of human rights in Cuba,


Recognizing with deep appreciation the efforts of the Secretary-General and of the Special Rapporteur to carry out the mandate concerning the situation of human rights in Cuba,


Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms as stated in the Charter of the United Nations and elaborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other applicable human rights  instruments,


Noting with deep regret the failure of the Government of Cuba to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur and its refusal to permit him to visit Cuba in order to fulfil his mandate,


Deeply concerned at arbitrary arrests, beatings, imprisonment, harassment and governmentally organized mob attacks on human rights defenders and others who are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights, and noting with particular concern that Cuba increased its repression against leaders of several human rights groups in Cuba on United Nations Human Rights Day, 10 December 1992,


Profoundly concerned at continued violations in Cuba of fundamental human rights and individual liberties enumerated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, such as the freedoms of movement, thought, religion and conscience, opinion and expression, assembly and association, and rights associated with the administration of justice,


Having considered the report on the situation of human rights in Cuba submitted by the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1993/39),


1.
Commends and endorses the report of the Special Rapporteur;


2.
Calls upon the Government of Cuba to permit the Special Rapporteur the opportunity to carry out his mandate in full, in particular by allowing him to visit Cuba;


3.
Expresses particular concern that the Government of Cuba has failed to carry out its commitment, common to all Member States, to cooperate with the Commission on Human Rights, in conformity with Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter of the United Nations;


4.
Regrets profoundly the numerous unanswered reports of violations of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms that are described in the report of the Special Rapporteur, and expresses particular concern at mounting intolerance for freedom of speech and assembly in Cuba;


5.
Calls upon the Government of Cuba to carry out the seven measures recommended in the report of the Special Rapporteur to bring the observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Cuba up to universally recognized standards in accordance with international law and applicable human rights instruments and to end all violations of human rights, including in particular the detention and imprisonment of human rights defenders and others who are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights;


6.
Affirms and extends the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one year;


7.
Requests the Special Rapporteur to maintain direct contact with the Government and citizens of Cuba as specified in past resolutions of the Commission;


8.
Recommends that the existing mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights, in particular the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, in the discharge of their mandates, continue to give attention to the situation in Cuba and, if appropriate, consider visiting Cuba;


9.
Invites the Special Rapporteur and the existing thematic mechanisms of the Commission mentioned in the present resolution to cooperate fully and exchange their information and findings on the situation of human rights in Cuba;


10.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur;


11.
Requests the Special Rapporteur to carry out his mandate bearing in mind, inter alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session and to report to the Commission at its fiftieth session on the results of his endeavours pursuant to the present resolution.

65th meeting

10 March 1993

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 27 to 10,

with 15 abstentions.  ]
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