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Follow‑up to the United Nations Decade for
Human Rights Education
Commission on Human Rights Resolution: 2004/71


The Commission on Human Rights, 


Recalling its resolution 2003/70 of 25 April 2003, 


Taking note of resolution 2003/5 of 13 August 2003 of the Sub‑Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,


Reaffirming the need for continued actions at the international level to support national efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, in particular universal access to basic education for all, including human rights education, by the year 2015, 


Convinced that human rights education is a long‑term and lifelong process by which all people at all levels of development and in all strata of society learn respect for the dignity of others and the means and methods of ensuring that respect in all societies, and that human rights education significantly contributes to promoting equality and sustainable development, preventing conflict and human rights violations and enhancing participation and democratic processes, with a view to developing societies in which all human rights of all are valued and respected,

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 58/181 of 22 December 2003, in which the Assembly decided to dedicate a plenary meeting during its fifty‑ninth session on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10 December 2004, to review the achievements of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995‑2004, and to discuss possible future activities for the enhancement of human rights education,  


1.
Takes note of the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the achievements and shortcomings of the Decade, and on future United Nations activities in this area (E/CN.4/2004/93), of the report of the High Commissioner to the General Assembly on the mid‑term global evaluation of the progress made towards the achievement of the objectives of the Decade (see A/55/360) and recalls the study of the High Commissioner on the follow‑up to the Decade (E/CN.4/2003/101), which indicated achievements and shortcomings of the Decade as well as suggestions for its follow‑up;


2.
Takes note also of the view expressed in those reports concerning the need to continue a global framework for human rights education beyond the Decade in order to ensure a priority focus on human rights education within the international agenda, provide a common collective framework for action for all relevant actors, support existing programmes and provide an incentive for the development of new ones, as well as enhance partnership and cooperation at all levels;


3.
Recommends to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of 2004 to recommend to the General Assembly that it proclaim at its fifty‑ninth session a world programme for human rights education, to begin on 1 January 2005, structured in consecutive phases, in order to maintain and develop the implementation of human rights education programmes in all sectors;


4.
Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare, in cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and other relevant governmental and non‑governmental actors, and submit for consideration and adoption to the General Assembly at its fifty‑ninth session, a plan of action for the first phase (2005‑2007) of the proposed world programme, focusing on the primary and secondary school systems;


5.
Also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to keep in mind that the plan of action of each phase of the world programme shall be properly structured, shall be formulated in realistic terms, with an indication of at least minimum action, shall be funded by voluntary means, shall include provisions to support activities undertaken by all actors, in particular non‑governmental organizations, and shall be evaluated by the Office;


6.
Recommends that the Secretary‑General ensure that an adequate component of United Nations assistance, provided at the request of Member States to develop their national systems of promotion and protection of human rights, supports human rights education;


7.
Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to report to the Commission at its sixty‑first session on progress made towards the implementation of the present resolution;


8.
Decides to consider this issue at its sixty‑first session under the same agenda item.

57th meeting
21 April 2004
[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. XVII.- E/2004/23 – E/CN.4/2004/127]
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