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Human rights and special procedures
Commission on Human Rights Resolution: 2004/76

The Commission on Human Rights,


Recalling its previous resolutions on human rights and thematic procedures, 


Considering that special procedures duly established by the Commission with regard to the consideration of questions relating to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural and civil and political rights represent a major achievement and an essential element of United Nations efforts to promote and protect internationally recognized human rights,


Emphasizing the importance of the impartiality, objectivity, independence and expertise of the special procedures mandate‑holders in the field of human rights relevant to their mandates, as well as the need for due attention to violations of all human rights wherever they may occur,


Noting with satisfaction that an increasing number of Governments have developed a working relationship with the special procedures,


Recognizing that standing invitations constitute announcements by States that they will always accept requests to visit from all special procedures, and encouraging States that have not yet done so to consider making such an announcement,


Noting the fact that a growing number of Governments have announced that they will always accept requests to visit from special procedures of the Commission,


Emphasizing the obligation of all Governments not to subject individuals, organizations or groups of persons who have provided information to the special procedures to adverse treatment due to such action,

Recalling:

(a)
The recommendations concerning special procedures contained in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/CONF.157/23), which called for preserving and strengthening special procedures in order to enable them to carry out their mandates in all countries throughout the world, providing them with the necessary human and financial resources as well as to enable them to harmonize and rationalize their work through periodic meetings, and asked all States to cooperate fully with them,


(b)
The Secretary‑General’s programme for United Nations reform (A/51/950 and Add.1‑7), which calls for mainstreaming human rights in United Nations activities, and the report of the Secretary‑General on strengthening of the United Nations: an agenda for further change (A/57/387 and Corr.1), which calls for improving the quality of reports and analyses produced by special procedures and strengthening the capacity to support the special procedures, as well as General Assembly resolution 57/300 of 20 December 2002,


(c)
The report of the intersessional open‑ended working group on enhancing the effectiveness of the mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/2000/112), including the recommendations on selection of special procedures mandate‑holders, support for them, coherence in their work and rationalization of their mandates and other provisions relevant to the special procedures, effective functioning, such as overall geographical and gender balance among the mandate‑holders and that an individual should not hold more than one mandate at a given time, in the context of the need to safeguard their independence,


Recalling also the request of the General Assembly to the Commission and the relevant intergovernmental bodies to review the human rights special procedures in order to rationalize their work and enhance their effectiveness, consistent with their mandates, and also its request to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to support this exercise, including through submission of recommendations, as appropriate, and by providing adequate administrative support to each of these special procedures, as contained in General Assembly resolution 57/300,


Noting the establishment of the Special Procedures Branch, enabling the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to assist in efforts to improve the quality of the special procedures reports and analyses and to better support all of them, as requested by the Secretary‑General in his report on strengthening of the United Nations: an agenda for further change and the subsequent General Assembly resolution 57/300, including in follow‑up to communications with Governments, bearing in mind the continuous need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overlapping, and to streamline, rationalize, strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of human rights machinery,

Mindful of the fact that financial constraints limit the proper functioning of special procedures and stressing the need in this respect for adequate resources to be allocated to all the mandates consistent with the equal priority to be accorded to civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights,

Noting the call of the Office of the High Commissioner for voluntary contributions to be unearmarked as far as possible so as to offer improved flexibility in resource allocation within the Office, 


Welcoming the organization by the High Commissioner of annual meetings of the mandate‑holders, as recommended by the World Conference on Human Rights, and the efforts to coordinate activities among various mandates in the areas of urgent actions, missions to the field and relevant meetings and consultations, so as to enhance their effectiveness, taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overlapping,


Noting that some human rights violations are specific to or primarily directed against women, and that the identification and reporting of these violations demand specific awareness and sensitivity,


Noting also that children and members of other vulnerable groups are frequently subject to abuses of their human rights and deserve specific attention when reporting on violations of their human rights,


Recalling the applicability of the provisions of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations to the work of the experts of the special procedures system in the exercise of their functions, as well as other United Nations rules and regulations applicable to the conduct of experts on missions,


1.
Commends those Governments that have cooperated with the special procedures and those that have issued standing invitations to all special procedures to visit their countries and developed ongoing forms of cooperation with the special procedures;


2.
Urges all Governments to cooperate with the Commission through the pertinent special procedures, including by:


(a)
Responding without undue delay to requests for information made to them through the special procedures, so that the procedures may carry out their mandates effectively;


(b)
Considering special procedures to visit their countries and considering favourably accepting visits from special procedures when requested; 


(c)
Facilitating follow‑up visits as appropriate in order to help to contribute to the effective implementation of recommendations by the special procedures concerned;


3.
Calls upon the Governments concerned to study carefully the recommendations addressed to them by special procedures and to keep the relevant mechanisms informed without undue delay on the progress made towards their implementation;


4.
Calls upon all States to protect individuals, organizations or groups of persons who provide information to, meet with, or otherwise cooperate with the special procedures from any type of violence, coercion, harassment, or other form of intimidation or reprisal;

5.
Invites civil society, in particular non‑governmental organizations, to continue and to strengthen their cooperation with special procedures, including through inputs to special procedures’ collection of information and to ensure that the material provided is as detailed and accurate as possible and falls under the mandate of these procedures;


6.
Requests the special procedures:


(a)
To make recommendations for the prevention of and protection from human rights violations within their respective mandates, as established by relevant resolutions and decisions of the Commission on Human Rights, the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly, including through urgent appeals and their follow‑up when necessary;


(b)
To follow closely and reflect in their reports progress made by Governments in the investigations carried out within their respective mandates;


(c)
To continue close coordination and cooperation with relevant treaty bodies;


(d)
To continue close coordination and cooperation with each other, taking into consideration, where relevant and appropriate, available findings, observations, conclusions and recommendations by special procedures and treaty bodies provided in official United Nations documents in order to strengthen the coherence of human rights mechanisms;


(e)
To focus the resources available to them in ways that best advance the fulfilment of their mandates;


(f)
To provide concise, comprehensive and focused reports within their respective mandates based on credible and reliable information; 


(g)
To include in their reports information provided by Governments on follow‑up action, as well as their own observations thereon, including in regard to both problems and improvements, as appropriate;


(h)
To include gender‑disaggregated data regularly in their reports and to address the characteristics and practice of human rights violations under their mandates that are specifically or primarily directed against women, or to which women are particularly vulnerable, in order to ensure the effective protection of their human rights;


(i)
To address also in their reports the characteristics and practice of human rights violations under their mandates that are specifically or primarily directed against children and members of other vulnerable groups, or to which they are particularly vulnerable, in order to ensure the effective protection of their human rights, and, if possible, also to include age‑disaggregated data;


(j)
To continue a fruitful dialogue with Governments;


7.
Also requests the special procedures to include in their reports comments on problems of responsiveness and the result of analyses, as appropriate, in order to carry out their mandates even more effectively, and to include also in their reports suggestions as to areas where Governments might request relevant assistance through the programme of advisory services and technical cooperation administered by the Office of the High Commissioner;


8.
Welcomes the establishment and recommends the further strengthening and improvement of the interactive dialogue between the special procedures mandate‑holders and States at the sessions of the Commission;


9.
Suggests that the special procedures of the Commission, acting within their mandates, consider how they can also promote public awareness about human rights and about the particular situation of individuals, groups and organs of society that promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms;


10.
Requests the High Commissioner: 


(a)
To continue to organize periodic meetings among the special procedures and also joint meetings of special procedures with States and joint meetings with chairpersons of treaty bodies in order to enable participants to continue to exchange views, cooperate and coordinate more closely within their respective mandates and make recommendations to that effect so as to enhance the overall effectiveness of the special procedures and avoid unnecessary duplication and overlapping of their mandates and tasks; 


(b)
To facilitate the implementation of the special procedures’ recommendations, as appropriate, from within existing resources, through various programmes for technical cooperation if the State concerned so requests; 


(c)
To continue to prepare a comprehensive and regularly updated electronic compilation of special procedures’ recommendations by country, where such does not yet exist, including the relevant comments of States thereto as published within the United Nations system; 

(d)
To support the work of all special procedures based on the relevant resolutions and decisions and objectives set out in the biennial programme of the Office of the High Commissioner; 


(e)
To work with special procedures to intensify their coordination and to enhance further the quality, consistency and independence of their work and to continue, on a regular basis, to organize systematically briefings for new mandate‑holders and to provide them with updated induction materials;


(f)
To continue to develop criteria and strengthen the methodologies for operations and reporting functions of special procedures; 


(g)
To include in her report for the consideration of the Commission the information on the implementation of the recommendations contained in the present resolution;


11.
Encourages the High Commissioner to strengthen further cooperation among the special procedures of the Commission and other relevant United Nations bodies, including the human rights treaty bodies, with a view to promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better coordination of the various bodies, mechanisms and procedures, including through internal systematic debriefing after country visits in order to facilitate follow‑up, taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overlapping of their mandates and tasks;


12.
Requests the Secretary‑General: 


(a)
To issue annually, and sufficiently early, in close collaboration with the special procedures, their conclusions and recommendations, so as to enable further discussion of their implementation at subsequent sessions of the Commission;


(b)
To present annually a list of all persons currently mandated to carry out the special procedures mandates, including their country of origin and summaries of their professional background and activities, in an annex to the annotations to the provisional agenda of each session of the Commission;


(c)
To continue to convene and ensure necessary administrative and financial support within the regular budget to periodic meetings among special procedures of the Commission and their meetings with States and other relevant United Nations bodies, including with chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 49/178 of 23 December 1994;


(d)
To facilitate the strengthening of cooperation with the United Nations country teams and other United Nations field presences, in particular in the preparation, conduct and follow‑up of special procedures country visits, including reflecting on the special procedures’ recommendations, within the United Nations programmes, as agreed by the special procedures mandate‑holders at their tenth annual meeting, held in Geneva in June 2003, and reflected in reports of the Secretary‑General (A/57/387 and Corr.1 and A/58/351);


13.
Also requests the Secretary‑General, in implementing the United Nations budget for the current biennium, to ensure the availability of such resources as are necessary for the Office of the High Commissioner to support the effective exercise of all the special procedures mandates, including any additional tasks entrusted to the special procedures by the appropriate United Nations organs;


14.
Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its sixty‑second session.

58th meeting
21 April 2004
[Adopted by a recorded vote of 35 votes to none,
with 18 abstentions.  See chap. XVIII..- E/2004/23 – E/CN.4/2004/127]
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