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Promoting the rights to peaceful assembly and association
Human Rights Resolution 2005/37

The Commission on Human Rights,

Recalling that Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling also that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association and also that the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights provides for the right of peaceful assembly and the right to freedom of association with others,


Recalling further the Philadelphia Declaration adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organization on 10 May 1944 and incorporated subsequently into the Constitution of the Organization, in which the Members reaffirmed the fundamental principles on which the International Labour Organization is based, in particular that freedom of expression and of association are essential to sustained progress, and relevant conventions, declarations, programmes and activities underscoring the importance of freedom of association,

Recognizing that the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association are essential components of democracy, providing individuals with invaluable opportunities to, inter alia, express political opinions, engage in literary and artistic pursuits and other cultural and social activities, engage in religious observances, form and join trade unions, and elect leaders to represent their interests,
Recalling that, according to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the exercise of the rights to peaceful assembly and association can be subject to certain restrictions,

Recognizing that exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association free of constraint, except where consistent with applicable international law, in particular international human rights law, is indispensable to the full enjoyment of these rights, particularly where individuals may espouse minority or dissenting religious or political beliefs,

Recognizing also that no one may be compelled to belong to an association,


1.
Calls upon Member States to respect and fully protect the rights to assemble peacefully and associate freely of all individuals, including those espousing minority or dissenting views or beliefs, and to take all necessary measures to ensure that any restrictions on the free exercise of the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association are in accordance with applicable international law, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;


2.
Calls upon the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to assist States to promote and protect the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, including through the technical assistance programmes of her Office, at the request of States, as well as to cooperate with relevant bodies of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations to assist States to promote and protect the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association;


3.
Encourages civil society, including non-governmental organizations and the private sector, to promote and facilitate the enjoyment of the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association;


4.
Calls upon the special procedures of the Commission, as appropriate, to consider the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association in the exercise of their mandates;


5.
Decides to consider the present resolution at its sixty-third session under the same agenda item.

57th meeting
19 April 2005
[Adopted by a recorded vote of 45 votes to none,
with 8 abstentions.  See chap. XI, E/CN.4/2005/L.10/Add.11]
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