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Expression of solidarity with the Special Rapporteur of the

Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights

in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, Mr.  Tadeusz Mazowiecki

Sub-Commission resolution 1995/1

The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
Bearing in mind the letter addressed by Mr.  Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 27 July 1995,

Deeply shocked by the events occurring daily in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where, as the letter indicates, human rights violations continue blatantly, there are constant blockades of the delivery of humanitarian aid, crimes have been committed with swiftness and brutality and the civilian population is shelled remorselessly,

Agreeing with the Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia that the response of the international community has been slow and ineffectual, with the result that the declarations and decisions of the system for the protection of human rights lose credibility and have been seriously challenged by the events occurring in Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Supporting the Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia when he states that the character of his mandate only allows him to further describe crimes and violations of human rights, but noting that this is not sufficient at the present time,

Respecting and commending the decision of the Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia that he does not see any possibility of continuing his mandate,

Considering that the decision of the Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia has shaken and moved the members of the Sub-Commission by its great dignity and endowed the function entrusted to him by the United Nations and the struggle for human rights in general with high moral character,

Recognizing the dedication shown by the Special Rapporteur in his work in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is reflected in the gesture he has made,

Noting that a veritable genocide is being committed massively and in a systematic manner against the civilian population in Bosnia and Herzegovina, often in the presence of United Nations forces,

Sharing the moral indignation reflected in the letter of the Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia addressed to the Secretary-General,

Alarmed at the acts of so-called "ethnic cleansing" and humiliation and the perpetration of atrocities such as summary executions of innocent civilians, mass rape, destruction and looting of property and terrorizing of the population, which have resulted in huge movements of displaced persons and refugees, thus causing pain, homelessness and famine,

1. Expresses its solidarity with and support for the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, Mr.  Tadeusz Mazowiecki, for his moral and courageous stand and his resignation in protest at the perpetuation of gross violations in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

2. Stresses its grave concern at the genocidal and massive violations of human rights to which the civilian population in Bosnia and Herzegovina is being subjected;

3. Decides to convey the present resolution immediately to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and to request him to take urgently all necessary measures to stop these violations and secure the human rights of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

6th meeting
3 August 1995
[Adopted without a vote.]
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