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 Decisions

 1999/210 D

Elections to subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council


At its 10th plenary meeting, on 23 June 1999, the Economic and Social Council took the following action with regard to vacancies in its subsidiary bodies:

Elections postponed from previous sessions

 Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on International Standards of Accounting and Reporting


The Council elected Argentina and Peru for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2000.


The Council postponed to a future session the election of three members from the Western European and other States for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2000.

 1999/210 E

Elections to subsidiary and related bodies of the Economic and Social Council


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took the following action with regard to vacancies in its subsidiary and related bodies:

 Elections postponed from previous sessions

 Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on International Standards of Accounting and Reporting


The Council elected Greece for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2000.


The Council postponed to a future session the election of two members from Western European and other States for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2000.

 Programme Coordination Board of the Joint United Nations Programme on Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) (UNAIDS)


The Council elected Kyrgyzstan for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 2000.

Other elections

Commission on Sustainable Development


The Council elected Denmark to assume the term of office of Finland for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring at the close of the Commission’s tenth session, in 2002.

 1999/218

Request for an additional meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”


At its 10th plenary meeting, on 23 June 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of the letter dated 17 June 1999 from the Acting Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”,

E/1999/86. approved the request contained therein for an additional meeting of the Commission acting as the preparatory committee for the special session.

 1999/219

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with reports of the Executive Boards of the United Nations Development Programme/United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the World Food Programme


At its 38th plenary meeting, on 23 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme and of the United Nations Population Fund on its first regular session of 1999;

DP/1999/8.


(b)
Decisions adopted by the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme and of the United Nations Population Fund at its second regular session of 1999;

DP/1999/14 and Corr.1.


(c)
Decisions adopted by the Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme and of the United Nations Population Fund at its annual session of 1999;

DP/1999/29 and Corr.1.


(d)
Annual reports of the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund to the Economic and Social Council;

E/1999/47.


(e)
Annual report of the Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund to the Economic and Social Council;

E/1999/9.


(f)
Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund on the work of its first regular session of 1999;

E/1999/34 (Part I)-E/ICEF/1999/7 (Part I).


(g)
Extract from the report of the Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund on its 1999 annual session (7-11 June 1999);

E/1999/L.20.


(h)
Report of the Executive Board of the World Food Programme on its first, second and third regular sessions and annual session of 1998;

E/1999/36.


(i)
Annual report of the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, 1998;

E/1999/58.


(j)
Note by the Secretary-General on the proposed amendment to the General Regulations of the World Food Programme.

E/1999/87.

 1999/220

Amendment to the General Regulations of the World Food Programme


At its 38th plenary meeting, on 23 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council endorsed the proposed amendment to the General Regulations of the World Food Programme recommended by the Executive Board of the World Food Programme in accordance with article XV of the General Regulations.

E/1999/87.

 1999/221

Document considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries


At its 38th plenary meeting, on 23 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries.

DP/1999/L.12.

 1999/222

Report of the Commission on Sustainable Development on its seventh session and provisional agenda for the eighth session of the Commission


At its 39th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:




(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission on Sustainable Development on its seventh session;

E/1999/29.


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda for the eighth session of the Commission set out below.

 Provisional agenda for the eighth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3.
Sectoral theme: integrated planning and management of land resources.

4.
Cross-sectoral theme: financial resources/trade and investment/economic growth.

5.
Economic sector/major group: agriculture.

6.
Report of the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests.

7.
High-level meeting.

8.
Other matters.

9.
Provisional agenda for the ninth session of the Commission.

10.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its eighth session.

 1999/223

Report of the Statistical Commission on its thirtieth session and provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-first session of the Commission


At its 39th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Statistical Commission on its thirtieth session;

E/1999/24.


(b)
Decided that the thirty-first session of the Commission should be held in New York from 29 February to 3 March 2000;


(c)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-first session of the Commission set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-first session of the Statistical Commission

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

Documentation

Provisional agenda and annotations

Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the session

Note by the Secretariat on the state of preparation of documentation for the session

3.
Economic statistics:

(a)
National accounts;

Documentation

Report of the Task Force on National Accounts

Report of the Secretary-General on the milestone assessment of the implementation of the System of National Accounts, 1993, by member States

(b)
International trade statistics;

Documentation

Report of the Task Force on International Trade Statistics

(c)
Service statistics;

Documentation

Report of the Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in Services

(d)
Finance statistics;

Documentation

Report of the Task Force on Finance Statistics

(e)
Other economic statistics.

Documentation

Reports of the Canberra Group on Household Income Statistics, the Delhi Group on Informal Sector Statistics, the Expert Group on Capital Stock Statistics, the Expert Group on Intangibles, the Ottawa Group on Price Indexes, the Paris Group on Labour and Compensation, and the Round Table on Business Survey Frames

Report of the Inter-secretariat Working Group on Price Statistics

Report of the Friends of the Chairman on the International Comparison Programme

Report of the International Monetary Fund on developments in the Special Data Dissemination Standard/Global Data Dissemination Standard

4.
Demographic, social and migration statistics.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

Report of the Siena Group for Social Statistics



5.
Environment statistics.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

Report of the London Group on Environmental Accounting

6.
Statistical implications of recent major United Nations conferences.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the informal meeting of the Economic and Social Council on indicators

Report of the Rio Group on Poverty Statistics

7.
Follow-up to the agreed conclusions of the Economic and Social Council’s high-level and coordination segments, and to its resolutions.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

8.
International economic and social classifications.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

Report of the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics

9.
Coordination and integration of international statistical programmes.

Documentation

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes and Coordination on its twentieth (2000) session

Report of the Administrative Committee on Coordination Subcommittee on Statistical Activities on its thirty-third (1999) and thirty-fourth (2000) sessions

Report of the Secretary-General on the global integrated presentation of the work plans of the international organizations in statistical methodology, the annotated list of previously adopted standards, and the “virtual expert group”

Report on best practices for official statistics

10.
Programme questions and related matters.

Documentation

Draft programme of work of the United Nations Statistics Division for the biennium 2002–2003: proposals concerning the medium-term plan for statistics

11.
Provisional agenda for the thirty-second session of the Commission.

12.
Report of the Commission on its thirty-first session.

 1999/224

Report of the Commission on Population and Development on its thirty-second session and provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-third session of the Commission


At its 39th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission on Population and Development on its thirty-second session;

E/1999/25.


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-third session of the Commission set out below:

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-third session of the Commission on Population and Development

1.
Election of officers.



2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters



3.
Follow-up actions to the recommendations of the International Conference on Population and Development:




(a)
Special session of the General Assembly for the review and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development;




(b)
Special theme: Gender, population and development.




Documentation




Report of the Secretary-General on the special session of the General Assembly for the review and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development

Report of the Secretary-General on world population monitoring, focusing on gender, population and development




Report of the Secretary-General on the monitoring of population programmes, focusing on gender, population and development

Report of the Secretary-General on the flow of financial resources for assisting in the implementation of the Programme of Action

4.
General debate on national experience in population matters: gender, population and development.


5.
Work of the Commission on Population and Development in the next quinquennium.



6.
Programme implementation and future programme of work of the Secretariat in the field of population.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on progress of work in the field of population, 1999



7.
Provisional agenda for the thirty-fourth session of the Commission.




Documentation

Note by the Secretariat containing the draft provisional agenda for the thirty-fourth session of the Commission.



8.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirty-third session.

 1999/225

Report of the Secretary-General on the ninth meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters


At its 39th plenary meeting, on 26 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided to defer consideration of the recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the ninth meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters.

E/1999/84.

 1999/226

Situation of human rights in Afghanistan


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/9 of 23 April 1999:

Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 3 (E/1999/23), chap. II, sect. A.




(a)
Approved the Commission’s invitation to the Secretary-General:

(i)
To implement promptly, security conditions permitting, the decision to investigate fully reports of mass killings of prisoners of war and civilians, rape and other cruel treatment in Afghanistan;




(ii)
To ensure that the deployment of the civilian affairs observers in Afghanistan took place as soon as possible, security conditions permitting, and that gender issues were fully incorporated into their mission;


(b)
Also approved the Commission’s request to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to ensure a human rights presence in the context of the United Nations activities in Afghanistan in order to provide advice and training in the field of human rights to all the Afghan parties, as well as to the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations active in the field;




(c)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan for one year, and to request the Special Rapporteur to report on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-sixth session.

 1999/227

Situation of human rights in Burundi


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/10 of 23 April 1999, endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Burundi by one year, and to request the Special Rapporteur to submit an interim report on the human rights situation in that country to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, and a report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, giving his work a gender-specific dimension.

 1999/228

Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/13 of 23 April 1999, endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as contained in Commission resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984,

Ibid., 1984, Supplement No. 4 (E/1984/14 and Corr.1), chap. II, sect. A. for a further year, and to request the Special Representative to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, and also to keep a gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing information.

 1999/229

Situation of human rights in Iraq


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/14 of 23 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision:


(a)
To extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iraq as contained in Commission resolution 1991/74 of 6 March 1991

Ibid., 1991, Supplement No. 2 (E/1991/22), chap. II, sect. A. and subsequent resolutions, for a further year, and to request the Special Rapporteur to submit an interim report on the situation of human rights in Iraq to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, and also to keep a gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing information;


(b)
To request the Secretary-General to continue to give all necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur to enable him to discharge his mandate fully, and to approve the allocation of sufficient human and material resources for the sending of human rights monitors to such locations as would facilitate improved information flow and assessment and help in the independent verification of reports on the situation of human rights in Iraq.

 1999/230

Situation of human rights in the Sudan


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/15 of 23 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan for a further year, and to request him to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session on the situation of human rights in the Sudan, and to continue to keep a gender perspective in mind in the reporting process.

 1999/231

Situation of human rights in Myanmar


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/17 of 23 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, as contained in Commission resolution 1992/58 of 3 March 1992,

Ibid., 1992, Supplement No. 2 (E/1992/22), chap. II, sect. A. for a further year, and to request the Special Rapporteur to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, and to keep a gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing information.

 1999/232

Situation of human rights in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), the Republic of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/18 of 23 April 1999:214


(a)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision to renew for one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia;


(b)
Approved the Commission’s request that the Special Rapporteur carry out missions to:


(i)
Bosnia and Herzegovina, including the Republika Srpska;

(ii)
The Republic of Croatia, including Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium;

(iii)
The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), including to Kosovo, as well as to Sandjak and Vojvodina;


(c)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision:

(i)
To request the Special Rapporteur to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session on the work carried out in fulfilment of his mandate, and to make interim reports as appropriate about his work in support of the Kosovo initiative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and to present interim reports to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session;

(ii)
To request the Secretary-General to continue to make the Special Rapporteur’s reports available to the Security Council, to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and to other international organizations concerned with human rights and humanitarian questions;

(iii)
To urge the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to make all necessary resources available for the Special Rapporteur to carry out his mandate successfully and, in particular, to provide him with adequate staff based in those territories to ensure effective continuous monitoring of the human rights situation in the countries of the mandate and coordination with other international organizations involved.

 1999/233

Situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea and assistance in the field of human rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/19 of 23 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to appoint a special representative of the Commission for one year and to request him to monitor the situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, keeping in mind the need to apply a gender perspective in the reporting process, including in collecting information and making recommendations.

 1999/234

Situation of human rights in Rwanda



At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/20 of 23 April 1999:214


(a)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend for a further year the mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Rwanda to make recommendations on the situation of human rights in Rwanda, to facilitate the establishment and effective and independent functioning of the National Human Rights Commission and to make recommendations on situations in which technical assistance to the Government of Rwanda in the field of human rights might be appropriate;


(b)
Approved the Commission’s request to the Special Representative to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, in accordance with his mandate, and its request to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the Special Representative with such financial assistance as he might require to discharge his mandate, keeping a gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing information.

 1999/235

Question of the realization in all countries of the economic, social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special problems that the developing countries face in their efforts to achieve these human rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/25 of 26 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to request the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to consider the possibility of organizing, in collaboration with relevant United Nations agencies and, in particular, the United Nations Children’s Fund and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, a workshop to identify progressive developmental benchmarks and indicators related to the right to education that might inform the work of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other human rights treaty bodies and human rights mechanisms, United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes.

 1999/236

Human rights and extreme poverty


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/26 of 26 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s request to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to consider the possibility of holding a workshop with the independent expert on human rights and extreme poverty and the experts from the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in 1999 with a view to consultations also involving the relevant functional commissions of the Council on the main elements of a possible draft declaration on human rights and extreme poverty.

 1999/237

Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/30 of 26 April 1999:214


(a)
Authorized the open-ended Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights to meet for a period of two weeks, prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Commission, in order to continue or conclude the elaboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

General Assembly resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984, annex.


(b)
Encouraged the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group to conduct informal inter-sessional consultations with all interested parties in order to facilitate the completion of a consolidated text.

 1999/238

Right to freedom of opinion and expression


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/36 of 26 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to extend for a further three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and to request the Special Rapporteur to submit to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session a report covering activities relating to his mandate.

 1999/239

Human rights of migrants



At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/44 of 27 April 1999:214


(a)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision to appoint, for a three-year period, a special rapporteur on the human rights of migrants to examine ways and means to overcome the obstacles existing to the full and effective protection of the human rights of that vulnerable group, including obstacles and difficulties for the return of migrants who were non-documented or in an irregular situation, with the following functions:

(i)
To request and receive information from all relevant sources, including migrants themselves, on violations of the human rights of migrants and their families;

(ii)
To formulate appropriate recommendations to prevent and remedy violations of the human rights of migrants, wherever they may occur;

(iii)
To promote the effective application of relevant international norms and standards on the issue;

(iv)
To recommend actions and measures applicable at the national, regional and international levels to eliminate violations of the human rights of migrants;

(v)
To take into account a gender perspective when requesting and analysing information, as well as to give special attention to the occurrence of multiple discrimination and violence against migrant women;


(b)
Approved the Commission’s request to the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his/her mandate, to give careful consideration to the various recommendations of the Working Group of intergovernmental experts aimed at the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, to take into consideration relevant human rights instruments of the United Nations to promote and protect the human rights of migrants and, in carrying out his/her mandate, to take into account bilateral and regional negotiations that aimed at addressing, inter alia, the return and reinsertion of migrants who were non-documented or in an irregular situation;


(c)
Also approved the Commission’s invitation to the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out that mandate and within the framework of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). and all other international instruments, to request, receive and exchange information on violations of the human rights of migrants from Governments, treaty bodies, specialized agencies, special rapporteurs for various human rights questions and from intergovernmental organizations, other competent organizations of the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations, including migrants’ organizations, and to respond effectively to such information, and to contribute to the preparatory committee for the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, within the framework of the objectives of the Conference, including by identifying major issues to be considered by the Conference;


(d)
Further approved the Commission’s request to:

(i)
The Chairperson of the Commission, after consultations with the other members of the Bureau, to appoint as Special Rapporteur an individual of recognized international standing and experience in addressing the human rights of migrants;

(ii)
The Special Rapporteur to submit a report on his/her activities to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session;

(iii)
The Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur all necessary human and financial assistance for the fulfilment of his/her mandate.

 1999/240

Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights to elaborate a draft declaration in accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/50 of 27 April 1999,214 authorized the open-ended inter-sessional Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights established in accordance with Commission resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995

Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995, Supplement No. 3 (E/1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. II, sect. A. to meet for a period of ten working days prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Commission, the cost of the meeting to be met from within existing resources.

 1999/241

Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, and the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/51 of 27 April 1999,214 authorized the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights to meet for five working days prior to the fifty-first session of the Subcommission, and approved the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to provide adequate resources and assistance to the Working Group in the discharge of its tasks, including adequate dissemination of information about the activities of the Working Group to Governments, specialized agencies, non-governmental organizations and organizations of indigenous people, in order to encourage the widest possible participation in its work.

 1999/242

A permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/52 of 27 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision to re-establish the open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc working group established in accordance with Commission resolution 1998/20 of 9 April 1998

Ibid., 1998, Supplement No. 3 (E/1998/23), chap. II, sect. A. to meet for eight working days prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Commission, and to request the Working Group to submit, with a view to completing its task, one or more concrete proposals on the establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system for consideration by the Commission at that session.

 1999/243

Strengthening of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/54 of 27 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s recommendation that the Council and the General Assembly should provide the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights with the means and resources necessary to carry out its increased responsibilities and that they should also provide increased resources for the special rapporteurs.

 1999/244

Situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/56 of 27 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision:


(a)
To extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo for a further year, to request him to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and on the possibilities for the international community to assist with local capacity-building, and to keep a gender perspective in mind when seeking and analysing information;


(b)
To request the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and a member of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to carry out, immediately after the signing of a ceasefire agreement or as soon as security considerations permitted and, where appropriate, in cooperation with the National Commission of Inquiry to investigate alleged human rights violations and breaches of international humanitarian law in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire) between 1996 and 1997, a joint mission to investigate all massacres carried out on the territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, including those in the province of South Kivu and other atrocities as referred to in the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

E/CN.4/1999/31. with a view to bringing to justice those responsible, and to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session.

 1999/245

National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/72 of 28 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General:


(a)
To continue to provide, from within existing resources, the necessary assistance for holding meetings of the Coordinating Committee of national institutions during the sessions of the Commission on Human Rights, under the auspices of, and in cooperation with, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;


(b)
To continue to provide, from within existing resources and the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights, the necessary assistance for regional meetings of national institutions.

 1999/246

Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/75 of 28 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General to continue to provide the independent expert on human rights in Somalia with all necessary assistance in carrying out her mandate and to provide adequate resources, from within existing overall United Nations resources, to fund the activities of the independent expert.

 1999/247

Situation of human rights in Cambodia


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/76 of 28 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s request to the Secretary-General, through his Special Representative for human rights in Cambodia, in collaboration with the office in Cambodia of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, to assist the Government of Cambodia in ensuring the protection of the human rights of all people in Cambodia and to ensure adequate resources for the continued functioning of the operational presence in Cambodia of the Office of the High Commissioner and to enable the Special Representative to continue to fulfil his tasks expeditiously. 

 1999/248

Situation of human rights in Haiti


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/77 of 28 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s invitation to the independent expert of the Commission on the situation of human rights in Haiti to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session on developments in the human rights situation in Haiti.

 1999/249

Rights of the child


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/80 of 28 April 1999,214 endorsed the Commission’s decision:


(a)
With regard to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, to request the Secretary-General to ensure the provision of appropriate staff and facilities from the United Nations regular budget for the effective and expeditious performance of the functions of the Committee;


(b)
With regard to the draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

General Assembly resolution 44/25, annex. on the involvement of children in armed conflicts:

(i)
To invite the Chairperson of the Working Group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts to continue broad informal consultations, with the aim of promoting an early agreement on the optional protocol, and, if possible, to produce a report thereon by the end of 1999, including recommendations on how to finalize the formal negotiations;

(ii)
To request the Working Group to meet early in 2000 in order to make further progress with the aim of finalizing its work before the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention, and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session;

(iii)
To request the Secretary-General to give the necessary support to the Working Group to meet for a maximum of two weeks;


(c)
With regard to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the question of the impact of armed conflict on children, to request the Secretary-General to ensure that the necessary support was made available expeditiously to the Special Representative for the effective performance of his mandate;


(d)
With regard to the question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography:

(i)
To invite the Chairperson of the Working Group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to conduct broad informal consultations, with the aim of promoting an early agreement on the optional protocol, and, if possible, to produce a report thereon by the end of 1999, including recommendations on how to finalize the formal negotiations;

(ii)
To request the Working Group to meet early in 2000 in order to make further progress with the aim of finalizing its work before the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention, and to report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session;

(iii)
To request the Secretary-General to give the necessary support to the Working Group to meet for a maximum of two weeks;


(e)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision to approve the recommendation of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, contained in its resolution 1998/16 of 21 August 1998,

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/45-E/CN.4/1999/4, chap. II, sect. A. that the mandate of Ms. Halima Embarek Warzazi as Special Rapporteur on traditional practices affecting the health of women and the girl child be extended to ensure the completion of her task as called for in Subcommission resolution 1996/19 of 29 August 1996.

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1996/41-E/CN.4/1997/2, chap. II, sect. A.

 1999/250

Defamation of religions


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1999/82 of 30 April 1999,214 approved the Commission’s invitation to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in the context of the preparations for the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations, to consider the holding of seminars to promote a dialogue among cultures, thus contributing to the understanding of the universality of human rights.

 1999/251

Effects of structural adjustment policies on the full enjoyment of human rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights decision 1999/104 of 26 April 1999,

Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 3 (E/1999/23), chap. II, sect. B. decided:


(a)
To extend for one year the mandate of the independent expert on structural adjustment policies to: (i) assist the Working Group on structural adjustment policies and economic, social and cultural rights in the fulfilment of its mandate, in particular by elaborating draft basic policy guidelines on structural adjustment policies; and (ii) monitor new developments, including actions and initiatives being taken by international financial institutions, other United Nations bodies and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations with respect to structural adjustment policies and human rights, and to submit a revised report to the Working Group at its third session;


(b)
To authorize the Working Group to meet for two weeks well in advance of, but at least four weeks prior to, the fifty-sixth session of the Commission with the mandate to: (i) consider the updated report of the independent expert and comments received thereon; (ii) elaborate basic policy guidelines on structural adjustment programmes and economic, social and cultural rights which could serve as a basis for a continued dialogue between human rights bodies and the international financial institutions; and (iii) report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session.

 1999/252

Systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during armed conflicts, including internal armed conflict


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights decision 1999/105 of 26 April 1999,226 and resolution 1998/18 of 21 August 1998 of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/45-E/CN.4/1999/4, chap. II, sect. A. endorsed the Commission’s decision to approve the extension of the mandate of Ms. Gay J. McDougall, as Special Rapporteur on systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during armed conflict, including internal armed conflict, for a further year in order to enable her to submit an update on developments with respect to her mandate at the fifty-first session of the Subcommission.

 1999/253

The concept and practice of affirmative action


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights decision 1999/107 of 27 April 1999,226 and resolution 1998/5 of 20 August 1998 of the Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,

E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/45-E/CN.4/1999/4, chap. II, sect A. approved the Commission’s decision to endorse the appointment of Mr. Marc Bossuyt as Special Rapporteur to undertake a study on the concept and practice of affirmative action as described in Subcommission resolution 1998/5, which would pay specific attention to the recommendations made by the Subcommission and the Commission so as to refine further the focus and methods of the study.

 1999/254

Dates of the fifty-sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights decision 1999/112 of 28 April 1999,226 approved the Commission’s decision, bearing in mind Council decision 1997/291 of 22 July 1997, that the fifty-sixth session of the Commission should be scheduled to take place from 20 March to 28 April 2000.

 1999/255

Organization of the work of the fifty-sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights decision 1999/113 of 28 April 1999:226


(a)
Authorized, if possible from within existing financial resources, thirty fully serviced additional meetings, including summary records, in accordance with rules 29 and 31 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Council, for the Commission’s fifty-sixth session;


(b)
Approved the Commission’s request to the Chairperson of the fifty-sixth session of the Commission to make every effort to organize the work of the session within the times normally allotted, so that the additional meetings that the Council might authorize would be utilized only if they proved to be absolutely necessary.

 1999/256

Rationalization of the work of the Commission on Human Rights


At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 27 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, taking note of the statement made by the Chairperson of the Commission on 28 April 1999, agreed on by consensus by the Commission on Human Rights:


(a)
Endorsed the Commission’s decision, contained therein:

(i)
To establish an inter-sessional open-ended working group, under the agenda item entitled “Rationalization of the work of the Commission”, on enhancing the effectiveness of the mechanisms of the Commission to continue the comprehensive examination of the report submitted by the Bureau as well as other contributions in that connection;

(ii)
To authorize the working group to meet for a total of up to fifteen working days, prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Commission;

(iii)
To request the Chairperson of the working group to present a report to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session, including recommendations for endorsement by the Commission;


(b)
Approved the recommendations of the Commission that:

(i)
The Council include in its resumed organizational session consideration of any proposals regarding special procedures or mandates adopted at the annual session of the Commission;

(ii)
The title of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities be immediately changed to “Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”.

 1999/257

Enabling the Commission on the Status of Women to continue to carry out its mandate


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its resolution 1987/21 of 26 May 1987, in which it decided that, commencing with the thirty-second session of the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission should meet annually until the year 2000, decides that the Commission should continue to meet annually thereafter, for a period of ten working days.

 1999/258

Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its forty-third session and provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-fourth session of the Commission


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its forty-third session,

E/1999/27.  and approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-fourth session of the Commission set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3.
Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women:

(a)
Review of mainstreaming in organizations of the United Nations system;

 Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on measures taken and progress achieved in the follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and in mainstreaming a gender perspective within the United Nations system

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women, 1996–2001

(b)
Emerging issues, trends and new approaches to issues affecting the situation of women or equality between women and men;

 Documentation

Report containing additional material on further actions and initiatives for the preparation of the outlook beyond the year 2000 (General Assembly resolution 52/231, para. 11)

(c)
Implementation of strategic objectives and action in the critical areas of concern.

4.
Comprehensive review and appraisal of the implementation of the Platform for Action.

 Documentation

Report on the implementation of the Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women, on the basis of national reports, taking into account the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women (Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/6, sect. III, para. 5 (f))

Comparative report on how different categories of projects and programmes of United Nations organizations are including women’s interests and gender mainstreaming issues and on resources allocated in this regard (General Assembly resolution 52/231, para. 14)

5.
Follow-up to Economic and Social Council resolutions and decisions.

6.
Communications concerning the status of women.

 Documentation

Lists of confidential and non-confidential communications concerning the status of women

7.
Provisional agenda for the forty-fifth session of the Commission.

8.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty-fourth session.

 1999/259

Report of the Commission for Social Development on its thirty-seventh session and provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission

At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission for Social Development on its thirty-seventh session

E/1999/26. and endorsed the resolutions and decisions adopted by the Commission;


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission for Social Development

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3.
Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development:

In preparation for the special session of the General Assembly on the implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and Further Initiatives, the Commission will review and appraise progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social Development. It will also identify areas where further initiatives are needed for consideration by the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly on the Implementation of the Outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and Further Initiatives, in regard to discussing how these initiatives would further assist implementation.

(a)
Priority theme: contribution of the Commission to the overall review of the implementation of the outcome of the Summit;

(b)
Review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the situation of social groups.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the comprehensive assessment of the overall level of implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development

Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Commission’s Special Rapporteur on Disability

Report of the Secretary-General on the International Year of Older Persons, 1999

4.
Provisional agenda for the thirty-ninth session of the Commission.

5.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its thirty-eighth session.

 1999/260

Confirmation of members of the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council confirmed the renomination by the Commission for Social Development of the following candidates for membership in the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development for a two-year term beginning on 1 July 1999: Harris Mutio Mule (Kenya), Valery Tishkov (Russian Federation), Björn Hettne (Sweden), Frances Stewart (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) and Jonathan Moore (United States of America); and confirmed the nomination by the Commission of Jacques Roger Baudot (France) as a new member to the Board for a period of four years ending on 30 June 2003.

 1999/261

Preliminary draft of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century


At its 43rd plenary meeting on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, recalling General Assembly resolutions 52/91 of 12 December 1997 and 53/110 of 9 December 1998, decided to transmit to the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders a preliminary draft of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century, annexed to the present decision.

 Annex

 Preliminary draft of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century




We the States Members of the United Nations,


Concerned about the impact on our societies of the commission of serious crimes of a global nature and convinced of the need for bilateral, regional and international cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice,


Concerned in particular about transnational organized crime and the relationships between its various forms,


Stressing that a fair, responsible, ethical and efficient criminal justice system is at the very core of economic and social development and of human security,


Having assembled at the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Vienna from 10 to 17 April 2000 to decide to take more effective concerted action, in a spirit of cooperation, to combat the world crime problem,




Declare as follows:


1.
We note with appreciation the results of the regional preparatory meetings for the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders.

A/CONF.187/RPM.1/1 and Corr.1, A/CONF.187/RPM.2/1, A/CONF.187/RPM.3/1 and A/CONF.187/RPM.4/1.


2.
We reaffirm the goals of the United Nations in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, specifically the reduction of criminality, more efficient and effective law enforcement and administration of justice, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and promotion of the highest standards of fairness, humanity and professional conduct.


3.
We emphasize the responsibility of each State to establish and maintain a fair, responsible, ethical and efficient criminal justice system in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law.


4.
We recognize the necessity of closer coordination and cooperation among States in combating the world crime problem, bearing in mind that action against it is a common and shared responsibility. In this regard, we acknowledge the need to develop and promote technical cooperation activities to assist countries in their efforts to strengthen their domestic criminal justice systems and their capacity for international cooperation. 


5.
We shall accord high priority to the expeditious adoption and entry into force of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the protocols thereto. We shall undertake to take early steps for the signature of the Convention and the protocols thereto and shall endeavour to ratify those instruments within two years of their adoption.


6.
We request the Centre for International Crime Prevention of the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention of the Secretariat to carry out, in cooperation with interested countries, regional assessments of the needs of Member States concerning legislation, capacity-building, expertise, training and resources with a view to ensuring a rapid ratification and implementation of the Convention and the protocols thereto.


7.
We commit ourselves to the implementation of the Convention and the protocols thereto and undertake:


(a)
To incorporate a crime prevention component into national and international development strategies;


(b)
To intensify bilateral and multilateral cooperation, including technical cooperation, in the areas covered by the Convention and the protocols thereto;


(c)
To enhance donor cooperation in areas with crime prevention aspects;


(d)
To strengthen the capability of the Centre for International Crime Prevention, as well as the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme network, to assist Member States, at their request, in building capacity in areas covered by the Convention and the protocols thereto.


8.
We welcome the efforts being made by the Centre for International Crime Prevention to develop, in cooperation with the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute, a comprehensive global overview of organized crime as a reference tool and to assist Governments in policy and programme development.


9.
We reaffirm our continued support for and commitment to the United Nations and to the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, especially the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and the Centre for International Crime Prevention, the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute and the institutes of the Programme network, and resolve to strengthen the Programme further through sustained funding, as appropriate.


10.
We shall undertake to incorporate a gender perspective into the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, as well as into national crime prevention and criminal justice strategies.


11.
We commit ourselves to the development of action-oriented policy recommendations based on the special needs of women as criminal justice practitioners, victims, prisoners and offenders.


12.
We emphasize that effective action for crime prevention and criminal justice requires the involvement, as partners and actors, of Governments, national, regional, interregional and international institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and various segments of civil society, including the mass media and the private sector, as well as the recognition of their respective roles and contributions. 


13.
We commit ourselves to the development of more effective ways of collaborating with one another with a view to eradicating the scourge of trafficking in human beings, especially women and children, and the smuggling of migrants, in line with the provisions of the two protocols under negotiation supplementary to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. We shall also consider supporting the global programme against trafficking in human beings developed by the Centre for International Crime Prevention and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute, and we establish the year 2005

Decision on deadlines to be taken at the Tenth Congress. as the target year for achieving a significant decrease in the incidence of those crimes worldwide.


14.
We also commit ourselves to the enhancement of international cooperation to curb illicit trafficking in firearms, in line with the provisions of the protocol under negotiation against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition,

Decision on inclusion of explosives dependent on the outcome of the sessions of the Ad Hoc Committee. supplementary to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, and we establish the year 2005

Decisions on deadlines to be taken at the Tenth Congress. as the target year for achieving a significant decrease in the incidence of illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms worldwide.


15.
We further commit ourselves to taking enhanced international action against corruption, building on the United Nations Declaration against Corruption and Bribery in International Commercial Transactions,

General Assembly resolution 51/191 of 16 December 1996, annex. the International Code of Conduct for Public Officials

General Assembly resolution 51/59 of 12 December 1996, annex. and relevant regional conventions, and we request the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, at its tenth session, a report containing concrete proposals to this effect.

Depending on the outcome of the sessions of the Ad Hoc Committee. We shall consider supporting the global programme against corruption developed by the Centre for International Crime Prevention and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute.


16.
We decide to develop action-oriented policy recommendations on the prevention and control of computer-related crime, and we invite the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to undertake work in this regard in an expeditious manner.


17.
We note that acts of violence and terrorism are on the increase. We will together, in conjunction with our other efforts to prevent and to combat terrorism, take effective, resolute and speedy measures with respect to preventing and combating criminal activities carried out for the purpose of furthering terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.


18.
We also note that racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance continue and we recognize the importance of taking steps to incorporate into international crime prevention strategies and norms measures to prevent and combat crime associated with racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance.


19.
We affirm our determination to combat violence stemming from intolerance on the basis of ethnicity, resolve to make a strong contribution, in the area of crime prevention and criminal justice, to the planned World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,

See General Assembly resolution 53/132 of 9 December 1998. and we invite the Centre for International Crime Prevention to prepare proposals for the World Conference.


20.
We recognize that the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice contribute to efforts to deal with crime effectively, in particular transnational organized crime. We also recognize the importance of prison reform, independence of the judiciary and the International Code of Conduct for Public Officials. We commit ourselves to the promotion of the United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice, and shall make every effort to use and apply those standards and norms in national law and practice by the year 2002.

Decisions on deadlines to be taken at the Tenth Congress. To that end, we shall review relevant legislation and administrative procedures, provide the necessary education and training to the officials concerned and ensure the necessary strengthening of institutions entrusted with the administration of criminal justice.


21.
We also recognize the value of the model treaties on international cooperation in criminal matters as important tools for the development of international cooperation.


22.
We further recognize with great concern that juveniles in difficult circumstances are often at risk of becoming delinquent or easy candidates for recruitment by criminal groups, including groups involved in transnational organized crime, and we commit ourselves to undertaking countermeasures to prevent this growing phenomenon and to including, where necessary, provisions for juvenile justice in national development plans and international development strategies and to including the administration of juvenile justice in our funding policies for development cooperation.


23.
We acknowledge the crucial importance of applying successful strategies to reduce the opportunities for the commission of crimes (situational crime prevention) as well as social development-oriented crime prevention strategies to address all forms of crime, including transnational organized crime, and we pledge to foster and support the sharing of best practices and success stories in that area.


24.
We commit ourselves to according priority to containing the growth and overcrowding of pre-trial and detention prison populations, as appropriate, by promoting safe and effective alternatives to incarceration.


25.
We decide to introduce, where appropriate, national, regional and international action plans in support of victims of crime, including mechanisms for mediation and restorative justice, and we establish the year 2002

Decisions on deadlines to be taken at the Tenth Congress. as a target date for States to review their relevant practices, to develop further victim support services and awareness campaigns on victims’ rights and to consider the establishment of funds for victims, in addition to developing and implementing witness protection programmes.


26.
We invite the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to design specific measures for the implementation, monitoring and follow-up of the commitments that we have undertaken in the present Declaration.

 1999/262

Report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its eighth session and provisional agenda and documentation for the ninth session of the Commission


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its eighth session;

E/1999/30.


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the ninth session set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the ninth session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice



1.
Election of officers.

(Legislative authority: rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council and Commission decision 1/101)



2.
Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

Documentation

Annotated provisional agenda

(Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/1; and rules 5 and 7 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council)



3.
Work of the Centre for International Crime Prevention:




(a)
Technical cooperation;




(b)
Crime prevention;




(c)
Standards and norms;




(d)
Cooperation with United Nations entities and other bodies;




(e)
Resource mobilization.

Documentation

Report of the Executive Director on the work of the Centre for International Crime Prevention

(Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution 1992/22; and draft resolution entitled “Work of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme” (E/CN.15/1999/ L.5/Rev.1))

Report of the Secretary-General on capital punishment and implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty

(Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolutions 1745 (LIV), 1990/51 and 1995/57)



4.
International cooperation in combating transnational crime: elaboration of an international convention against transnational organized crime and other possible international instruments.

Documentation

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of an International Convention against Transnational Organized Crime on progress achieved in its work

(Legislative authority: draft resolutions entitled “Draft United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the draft protocols thereto” (E/CN.15/1999/L.9/Rev.1) and “Activities of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational Organized Crime: illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition, as well as consideration of the need to develop an instrument on the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in explosives” (E/CN.15/1999/L.11/Rev.1))



5.
Consideration of the recommendations of the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders.


Documentation

Report of the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

(Legislative authority: General Assembly resolution 53/110, para. 17; and draft resolution entitled “Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders” (E/CN.15/1999/L.6/Rev.1))



6.
Strategic management and programme questions:




(a)
Strategic management;




(b)
Programme questions.

(Legislative authority: draft resolution entitled “Work of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme” (E/CN.15/1999/L.5/Rev.1))



7.
Provisional agenda for the tenth session of the Commission.


8.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its ninth session.

 1999/263

Appointment of members of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided to endorse the appointment, by the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its eighth session, of Ann-Marie Begler (Sweden), Philippe Melchior (France) and Jeremy Travis (United States of America) to the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute.

 1999/264

Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its forty-second session and provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-third session of the Commission


At its 43rd plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its forty-second session

E/1999/28. and approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-third session of the Commission set out below, on the understanding that informal inter-sessional meetings would be held at Vienna, at no additional cost, to finalize the items to be included in the provisional agenda and the documentation requirements for the forty-third session.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the forty-third session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.


Documentation


Annotated provisional agenda

3.
General debate (theme to be identified).


Documentation


Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

4.
Policy directives to the United Nations International Drug Control Programme.


Documentation

Activities of the United Nations International Drug Control Programme: report of the Executive Director

5.
Overview of the follow-up to the twentieth special session of the General Assembly: reporting by Governments on progress achieved in meeting the goals and targets for the years 2003 and 2008 set out in the Political Declaration adopted by the Assembly at its twentieth special session, and on implementation of the Global Programme of Action adopted by the Assembly at its seventeenth special session.


Documentation


Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

6.
Reduction of illicit demand for drugs: world situation with regard to drug abuse:

Follow-up to the twentieth special session: Action Plan for the Implementation of the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction



Documentation



Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

7.
Illicit drug traffic and supply, including reports of subsidiary bodies of the Commission.

Follow-up to the twentieth special session: measures to promote judicial cooperation, including controlled delivery, trafficking by sea, law enforcement cooperation, countering money-laundering and eradication of illicit crops through alternative development


Documentation



Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)


8.
Implementation of the international drug control treaties:

(a)
Changes in the scope of control of substances;



Documentation



Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

(b)
International Narcotics Control Board;

Documentation

Report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 1999

Report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 1999 on the implementation of article 12 of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988



(c)
International cooperation in order to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for medical and scientific purposes;



Documentation

Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

(d)
Follow-up to the twentieth special session:

(i)
Measures to prevent the illicit manufacture, import, export, trafficking, distribution and diversion of precursors used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances;

(ii)
Action Plan against Illicit Manufacture, Trafficking and Abuse of Amphetamine-type Stimulants and Their Precursors;

Documentation

Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

(e)
Other matters arising from the international drug control treaties.


Documentation

Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

9.
Administrative and budgetary questions.

Documentation

Report of the Executive Director (as necessary)

10.
Provisional agenda for the forty-fourth session of the Commission.


11.
Other business.

Documentation


Note by the Secretariat (as necessary)

12.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty-third session.

 1999/265

Report of the International Narcotics Control Board


At its 43rd plenary meeting, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 1998.

United Nations publication, Sales No. E.99.XI.1.

 1999/266

Applications for consultative status received from

non-governmental organizations


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided to grant the following non-governmental organizations consultative status:

General consultative status

Congregations of St. Joseph

International Trustee Fund of the Tsyolkovsky Moscow State Aviation Technological University

International Union of Economists

Legion of Goodwill

Special consultative status

Abantu for Development

African Development Institute

African Refugees Foundation

Akina Mama Wa Afrika

American Correctional Association

American Indian Law Alliance

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Armenian Assembly of America

Asociación Cubana de las Naciones Unidas

Association algérienne d’alphabetisation

Association de défense des tunisiens a l’étranger

Association de sauvegarde des monuments et sites

Association feminine tunisie 21

Association for the Advancement of Education

Association for Social Advancement

Association nationale de soutien aux enfants en difficulté et en institution

Association tunisienne des villages d’enfants S.O.S.

Australian Council for Overseas Aid

Befrienders International 

Black Sea University Foundation

Campaign Life Coalition

Caribbean Medical Association

Centre for Alcohol and Drug Research and Education

Centre for Economic and Social Rights

Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development, India

Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, The

Citizens’ Coalition for Economic Justice

Coalition of Activist Lesbians-Australia

College Art Association

Colombian Commission of Jurists

Conscience and Peace Tax International

Cooperative Housing Foundation

Coordination immigrés du sud du monde/C.I.S.M. Veniti

Council of American Overseas Research Centres

Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevolkerung

Environmental Women’s Assembly

Ethiopian Youth League

Europe 2000

European Youth Forum

Family of the Americas Foundation, Inc.

Family Planning Association of Turkey

Family Planning Movement, the “Vrancea”

Family Welfare Foundation of India

Fédéración Española de Asociaciones Pro Vida

Federation de Tunis de solidarité sociale

Feminine Press, The

Femme-avenir

FOKUS-Forum for Women and Development

Fondation Nicolas Hulot pour la nature et l’homme

Foundation Projekta for Women and Development Services (Stichting Projecta)

François-Xavier Bagnoud Centre for Health and Human Rights

Global Exchange

Global Volunteers

Handicap International 

Human Rights Council of Australia

International Black Women for Wages for Housework

International Confederation for Family Support

International Council of the Associations for Peace in the Continents

International Federation for Family Development

International Longevity Centre-USA

International Ontopsychology Association

International Relief Association

International Women’s Judges Foundation

International Women’s Muslim Union

Islamic Heritage Society, Inc.

Japan Federation of Bar Associations

Japan Fellowship of Reconciliation

Life Ethics Educational Association

LINK-UP (QLD)

Med Forum

Nadi Al Bassar North African Centre for Sight and Visual Sciences

National Right to Life Educational Trust Fund

Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, the Most Venerable

Organization nationale de l’enfance tunisienne

Pacific Concerns Resource Centre, Inc.

Pag-Aalay Ng Puso Foundation

Paz y Cooperación

Peace Action

Planned Parenthood Federation of America

Rural Development Leadership Network

Rural Women Environment Protection Association 

Secours populaire libanais

Several Sources Foundation

Société tunisienne des sciences medicales 

Society for the Upliftment of the Masses

Sociologists for Women in Society

Sri Lanka Anti-Narcotics Association (SLNA) 

Stree Aadhar Kendra

Swedish Association for Sex Education

Syriac Universal Alliance, The

United Nations Association of San Diego

VRIDHI

Vrouwen Allantie

Women’s Human Rights International Association

Women’s World Organization for Rights, Literature and Development

Roster

Association fond d’aide internationale au développement

Church Women United

Groupe de recherche et d’action pour le bien-être social

National Federation of Youth Organizations in Bangladesh

National Organization of Circumcision Resource Centres

Social Development Association

United Nations Foundation, Inc.

 1999/267

Resumed 1999 session of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided to authorize the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to hold a resumed session for a period of two weeks in order to complete the work of its 1999 session and requested the Committee to ensure effective use of this additional meeting time.

 1999/268

Consideration of the status of Christian Solidarity International


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, having considered the report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its 1999 session,

E/1999/109. and considering that the complaint filed with the Committee by the Government of the Sudan as described in paragraph 69 of that report presented concerns warranting review, pursuant to paragraph 57 (a) of Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996, of the status of the Non-Governmental Organization Christian Solidarity International, decides that:


(a)
The Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations should, as expeditiously as possible, complete its consideration of the matter of the complaint filed by the Government of the Sudan in full accordance with the process stipulated in Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996;


(b)
To this end:

(i)
Christian Solidarity International should be given a deadline of 31 August 1999 to submit a response to the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations for its consideration;

(ii)
The Committee should, upon receipt of the response or in the absence thereof, meet on an urgent basis to consider this matter and make a recommendation to the Economic and Social Council for consideration at its resumed substantive session on 16 September 1999;


(c)
In the interim, the privileges enjoyed by Christian Solidarity International pursuant to its consultative status should be temporarily suspended.

 1999/269

Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its 1999 session


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its 1999 session.

Ibid.

 1999/270

Development of Africa: implementation and coordinated follow-up by the United Nations system of initiatives on African development


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the theme “Development of Africa: implementation and coordinated follow-up by the United Nations system of initiatives on African development”,

A/54/133-E/1999/79. taking note of General Assembly resolution 53/92 of 7 December 1998 on the causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa and noting the efforts made at various levels of the United Nations system in the follow-up and implementation of the initiatives and efforts of the African Governments in this regard, recommended that the agreed conclusions and discussion on the theme arising out of the coordination segment of its present substantive session be an integral part of the reports and issues to be considered by the open-ended working group to be established by the Assembly at its fifty-fourth session.

 1999/271

United Nations Staff College in Turin


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, noting the importance of specific training and upgrading of the skills of United Nations personnel, with a view to increasing the effectiveness of United Nations programme activities in the field of development to meet the new challenges in the area and improve the performance of United Nations staff in the implementation of the follow-up to major United Nations conferences, and also noting the activities undertaken so far by the United Nations Staff College in Turin, Italy, which operates with technical, logistic and administrative contributions from the International Training Centre of the International Labour Organization, in the promotion of a common United Nations management culture and in support of the process of change and reform in the United Nations, invited the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session to hold, under the agenda item “Training and research”, a discussion on the activities of the College, including the institutional, administrative and financial aspects, with a view to further considering the question at its fifty-fifth session, on the basis of the recommendations of the Secretary-General on the future status and operations of the College after the conclusion of its pilot phase in December 2000.

 1999/272

Meeting of Officials on Land Administration


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council noted that the Economic Commission for Europe had endorsed the recommendation of the Committee on Human Settlements that the Meeting of Officials on Land Administration be granted a standing character,

E/ECE/1373. on the basis of the Commission’s recognition of the Meeting’s work in the promotion of land privatization and land registration systems in the Economic Commission for Europe region and of the need for such work to continue, in particular for the benefit of countries with economies in transition that were moving from traditional to modern systems of land administration.

 1999/273

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the question of regional cooperation


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields;

E/1999/14.


(b)
Report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields: cooperation with other regional bodies;

E/1999/14/Add.1.


(c)
Report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields: trends and activities;

E/1999/14/Add.2.


(d)
Report of the Secretary-General on regional cooperation in the economic, social and related fields: matters calling for action by the Economic and Social Council or brought to its attention;

E/1999/14/Add.3.


(e)
Summary of the economic survey of Europe, 1998;

E/1999/15.


(f)
Summary of the economic and social situation in Africa, 1998;

E/1999/16.


(g)
Summary of the economic and social survey of Asia and the Pacific, 1999;

E/1999/17.


(h)
Summary of the economic survey of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1998;

E/1999/18.


(i)
Summary of the survey of economic and social developments in the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia region, 1998-1999;

E/1999/19.


(j)
Note by the Secretary-General on the project for a Europe-Africa permanent link through the Strait of Gibraltar.

E/1999/20.

 1999/274

Report of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development on its fourth session and provisional agenda and documentation for the fifth session of the Commission


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development on its fourth session

E/1999/31. and endorsed the resolutions and decisions adopted by the Commission;


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the fifth session of the Commission set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the fifth session of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development

1.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

2.
Substantive theme: “National capacity-building in biotechnology”, with particular attention to agriculture and the agro-industry, health and the environment. The theme will include: human resource development through basic science education, research and development, as well as their interdisciplinary aspects; the transfer, commercialization and diffusion of technology; increasing public awareness and participation in science policy-making; and bioethics, biosafety, biodiversity, and the legal and regulatory matters affecting these issues to ensure equitable treatment.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

3.
Comprehensive note on implementation and progress made on decisions taken at the fourth session of the Commission.

Documentation

Note by the secretariat

4.
Presentation of country reports on technology and innovation policies.

5.
Budget of the Commission.

Documentation

Note by the secretariat

6.
Activities of the Commission regarding the coordination of science and technology for development and other inter-sessional activities.

Documentation

Note by the secretariat

7.
Election of the Chairperson and other officers for the sixth session of the Commission.

8.
Provisional agenda and organization of work of the sixth session of the Commission.

9.
Other matters.

10.
Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fifth session.

 1999/275

Gender Advisory Board


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided:


(a)
To extend the mandate of the Gender Advisory Board until 30 June 2001 in order to allow it to complete its work programme within the extrabudgetary resources allocated for this purpose;


(b)
That the Bureau should consult with the members of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development to fill the two vacancies on the Gender Advisory Board from among the members of the Commission in order to ensure continued linkages between the Board and the Commission;


(c)
That the Commission on Science and Technology for Development should assess at its fifth session the desirability of continuing the work of the Board and the potential for obtaining external resources to do so.

 1999/276

Second session of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided:


(a)
That the dates of the second session of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development should be brought forward to 14 to 25 August 2000, after which the Committee would continue to meet biennially, with its third session to be held in 2002;


(b)
That provisions should be made for the Committee’s two Sub-groups (on Energy and on Water Resources) to hold parallel meetings.

 1999/277

Report of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development on its first session and provisional agenda and documentation for the second session of the Committee


At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development on its first session;

E/1999/32.


(b)
Decided to transmit the report of the Committee to the Commission on Sustainable Development;


(c)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the second session of the Committee set out below;


(d)
Invited the United Nations Secretariat and other relevant organizations involved to incorporate, as far as possible, the reporting requirements for the Committee in their ongoing and planned work to support the Commission on Sustainable Development.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the second session of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development

1.
Election of officers.

2.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3.
Review of the reports of the Secretary-General to be prepared for the eighth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development dealing with the issues of integrated planning and the management of land and water resources.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on progress made in providing safe water supply and sanitation for all during the 1990s

Report of the Secretary-General on issues related to the spatial planning of land (including minerals) and water resources (revised in accordance with the guidelines contained in the annex to Economic and Social Council resolution 1999/49

4.
Outcome of the seventh and eighth sessions of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

Documentation

Oral report

5.
Strengthening and coordination of the activities of the United Nations system in the field of water resources.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on technical cooperation activities in the field of water resources development

6.
Key issues related to the integrated planning and management of land use, ecosystems and freshwater development, use and protection, with special emphasis on the impact of the quantity and quality of shared waters of riparian States.

Documentation

Documentation to be provided by the Committee members to the Secretariat

7.
Follow-up to the first session of the Committee.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

8.
Contribution to the ninth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development and its preparatory process.

9.
World energy assessment report: its implication for sustainable energy policy development.

10.
Review of salient trends and issues on energy development and use in the context of sustainable development:

(a)
Energy and the residential sector;

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

(b)
Renewable sources of energy, with special emphasis on solar energy;

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

(c)
New financial mechanisms and economic instruments to speed up the investment in sustainable energy development;

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

(d)
Promising strategies and initiatives to accelerate the development and implementation of sustainable energy technologies;

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

(e)
Coordination of energy activities within the United Nations system.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

11.
The multi-purpose use of hydro resources (for joint consideration by the two Sub-groups).

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

12.
Provisional agenda for the third session of the Committee.

13.
Adoption of the report of the Committee on its second session.

 1999/278

Report of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century” on its second session and provisional agenda and documentation for the third session of the preparatory committee


At its 45th plenary meeting, on 29 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council:


(a)
Took note of the report of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century” on its second session;

E/1999/60 and Add.1.


(b)
Approved the provisional agenda and documentation for the third session of the Preparatory Committee set out below.

 Provisional agenda and documentation for the third session of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”

1.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

2.
Preparations for the special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century”.

Documentation

Report on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action on the basis of national reports, taking into account the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women (Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/6, sect. III, para. 5 (f))

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women, 1996-2001

Comparative report of the Secretary-General on how different categories of projects and programmes of United Nations organizations are including women’s interests and gender mainstreaming issues and on resources allocated in this regard (General Assembly resolution 52/231, para. 14)

Report on emerging issues containing additional material on further actions and initiatives for the preparation of the outlook beyond the year 2000 (General Assembly resolution 52/231, para. 11)

3.
Adoption of the report of the Commission acting as the preparatory committee for the special session of the General Assembly.

 1999/279

Note by the Secretariat on the special high-level meeting of the Economic and Social Council with the Bretton Woods institutions


At its 45th plenary meeting, on 29 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the note by the Secretariat transmitting an informal summary of the special high-level meeting of the Council with the Bretton Woods institutions, held on 29 April 1999.

E/1999/78.

 1999/280

Calendar of conferences and meetings for 2000 and 2001 in the economic, social and related fields


At its 45th plenary meeting, on 29 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council approved the calendar of conferences and meetings for 2000 and 2001 in the economic, social and related fields.

E/1999/L.18 and Add.1.

 1999/281

Themes for the substantive session of 2000 of the Economic and Social Council


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided on the following themes for its substantive session of 2000:


High-level segment


“Development and international cooperation in the twenty-first century: the role of information technology in the context of a knowledge-based global economy”

Coordination segment


“Assessment of the progress made within the United Nations system, through the conference reviews, in the promotion of an integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields”

Sectoral theme


“Coordinated implementation by the United Nations system of the Habitat Agenda”

 1999/282

Enlargement of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, recalling General Assembly resolution 1166 (XII) of 26 November 1957, in which the Assembly requested the Council to establish an Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, as well as subsequent resolutions of the Assembly, in which the Assembly provided for increases in the membership of the Executive Committee, took note of the request to enlarge the membership of the Executive Committee contained in the note verbale dated 26 May 1999 from the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

E/1999/76. and in the note verbale dated 20 July 1998 from the Permanent Mission of Chile to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

E/1999/112. and recommended that the Assembly take a decision at its fifty-fourth session on the question of enlarging the membership of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from fifty-four to fifty-six States.

 1999/283

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with the integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to major United Nations conferences and summits


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Summary by the President of the Economic and Social Council of the informal meeting of the Council on basic indicators for the integrated and coordinated implementation and follow-up of the major United Nations conferences and summits (New York, 10–11 May 1999);

E/1999/77.


(b)
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Committee on World Food Security on progress in the implementation of the World Food Summit Plan of Action.

E/1999/81.

 1999/284

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with coordination, programme and other questions


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Executive Director of the Joint and Co-sponsored United Nations Programme on Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome;

E/1999/64.


(b)
Report of the Secretary-General on international cooperation in the field of informatics;

E/1999/74.


(c)
Note by the Secretariat on tobacco or health.

E/1999/114.

 1999/285

Ad Hoc Open-ended Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Energy and Sustainable Development


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, recalling its resolution 1999/60 of 30 July 1999 on preparations for the ninth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development on the issue of energy, bearing in mind the specific nature and purposes of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Energy and Sustainable Development which will meet in conjunction with the inter-sessional ad hoc working groups of the Commission at its eighth and ninth sessions, in 2000 and 2001, decided, on the basis of rule 24, paragraph 1 (c), of the rules of procedure of the Council, that States that were not members of the Commission would be allowed to nominate their nationals to the Bureau of the Group.

 1999/286

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with economic and environmental questions


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Report of the Secretary-General on measures taken in the United Nations system to accelerate progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21;

A/54/131-E/1999/75.


(b)
Report of the Committee for Development Policy on its first session;

E/1999/33.


(c)
Report of the Seventh United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names;

E/CONF.91/3 and Corr.1.


(d)
Report of the Commission on Human Settlements on the work of its seventeenth session;

A/54/8.


(e)
Report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme on the work of its twentieth session;

A/54/25.


(f)
Note by the Secretary-General on the executive summary of the World Survey on the Role of Women in Development;

E/1999/44.


(g)
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a letter dated 11 January 1999 from the President of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety to the Secretary-General on the reconfiguration of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.

E/1999/90.

 1999/287

Additional extraordinary sessions of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council, concerned that existing meeting arrangements for the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights no longer permitted the Committee to fully discharge its responsibilities under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights

General Assembly resolution 2200 (XXI), annex. and Council resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985 in an efficient and timely manner, approved the holding of two additional three-week extraordinary sessions of the Committee, as well as respective pre-sessional working groups of one week’s duration during 2000 and 2001, provided additional funding was made available, requested that those sessions be entirely used for the consideration of reports of the States parties in order to reduce the backlog of reports, and requested the Committee to consider ways and means to improve the efficiency of its working methods and to report to the Council in 2001 on the actions taken in this regard.

 1999/288

Documents considered by the Economic and Social Council in connection with social and human rights questions


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council took note of the following documents:


(a)
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

E/1999/21.


(b)
Report of the Commission on Human Rights on its fifty-fifth session;

E/1999/23, Parts I and II.


(c)
Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to and implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action;

E/1999/54.


(d)
Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;

E/1999/61.


(e)
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

E/1999/96.

 1999/289

Reconfiguration of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods into a Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals


At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999, the Economic and Social Council decided to defer to a subsequent session consideration of draft resolution II, contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.

E/1999/43.
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