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Enhancement of the functioning of the Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights in regard to the operation

of the mechanism of the Commission on Human Rights

Commission on Human Rights Decision 2003/113


At its 62nd meeting, on 25 April 2003, the Commission on Human Rights, taking note with interest of the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (E/CN.4/2003/14) in which the High Commissioner advanced ideas to take forward the reforms called for by the Secretary-General for the strengthening of the special procedures system and the improved management of the Office, including the creation of a dedicated Special Procedures Branch consisting of a solid cadre of human rights professionals supporting special procedures, decided by a recorded vote of 28 votes to 24, with 1 abstention to request the High Commissioner:


(a)
To ensure more effective coordination among the various branches of his Office in order to preclude any overlapping and/or duplication among all the mechanisms mandated by and/or reporting to the Commission on Human Rights referred to in document E/CN.4/2000/112 and Commission decision 2000/109 of 26 April 2000;


(b)
To ensure that communications received or urgent appeals issued under the special procedures system are forwarded to the country concerned with written authorization from the special rapporteurs, independent experts or working groups in accordance with the basic criteria and standards of admissibility existing in this connection;


(c)
To discontinue the present practice of transmitting ex officio monthly lists of communications and their contents to other organs/bodies of the United Nations system, regardless of the nature or characteristics of these communications, unless express authorization to this effect has been granted by the Commission and the Economic and Social Council;


(d)
To report to the Commission at its sixtieth session under the same agenda item on the steps and measures taken to implement the present decision.

[See chap. XVIII - E/CN.4/2003/L.11/Add.8
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