	[image: image1.wmf]
	OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER  FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
	[image: image2.wmf]



National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights

Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/55


The Commission on Human Rights,


Recalling its relevant resolutions and those of the General Assembly concerning national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, notably its resolutions 1990/73 of 7 March 1990, 1991/27 of 5 March 1991 and 1992/54 of 3 March 1992, and General Assembly resolutions 44/64 of 8 December 1989 and 46/124 of 17 December 1991,


 Stressing the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other international instruments for promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms,


Affirming that priority should be accorded to the development of appropriate arrangements at the national level to ensure the effective implementation of international human rights standards,


Convinced of the important role that can be played by institutions at the national level in promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms and in developing and enhancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms,


Recognizing that the United Nations has played and should continue to play a catalytic role in assisting the development of national institutions,


Mindful in this regard of the guidelines on the structure and functioning of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 33/46 of 14 December 1978,


Recalling the recommendations contained in General Assembly resolution 45/155 of 18 December 1990 and Commission on Human Rights resolution 1991/30 of 5 March 1991 inviting the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights to examine ways and means by which the World Conference could encourage the establishment or strengthening of national institutions,


Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the International Workshop on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights held in Paris from 7 to 9 October 1991 (E/CN.4/1992/43 and Add.1 and 2),


Welcoming the growing interest shown worldwide in the creation and strengthening of national institutions expressed during the Regional Meeting for Africa of the World Conference on Human Rights, held at Tunis from 2 to 6 November 1992, the Regional Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean of the World Conference on Human Rights, held at San José from 18 to 22 January 1993, the Commonwealth Workshop on National Human Rights Institutions, held at Ottawa from 30 September to 2 October 1992 and the Workshop for the Asia-Pacific Region on Human Rights Issues, held at Jakarta from 26 to 28 January 1993, and manifested in the decisions announced recently by several Member States to establish national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights,


Welcoming the fact that the Economic and Social Council, in its decision 1992/233 of 20 July 1992, decided to transmit to the General Assembly for adoption the recommendations contained in the report of the International Workshop, which are entitled "Principles relating to the status of national institutions" and contained in the annex to Commission resolution 1992/54,


Noting with satisfaction the constructive participation of representatives of a number of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in international seminars and workshops organized or sponsored by the United Nations and its Member States and in other United Nations activities,


1.
Reaffirms the importance of developing, in accordance with national legislation, effective national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights and of ensuring the pluralism of their membership and their independence;


2.
Takes note of progress in this area and in particular of the increased effectiveness of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, as well as of the efforts of the Centre for Human Rights to increase cooperation with regional and national institutions;


3.
Encourages all Member States to take appropriate steps to promote the exchange, including by national institutions, of information and experience concerning the establishment and operation of such national institutions;


4.
Encourages initiatives on the part of Governments and regional, international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations intended to strengthen existing national institutions and to establish such institutions where they do not exist;


5.
Requests the Secretary-General to give a high priority to requests from Member States for assistance in the establishment and strengthening of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights as part of the programme of advisory services and technical assistance in the field of human rights;


6.
Requests the Centre for Human Rights to continue its efforts in order to enhance cooperation between the United Nations and regional and national institutions, particularly in the fields of advisory services and technical assistance and of information and education, including within the framework of the World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights;


7.
Emphasizes in this regard the need to disseminate the "Principles relating to the status of national institutions" as widely as possible and to utilize them fully;


8.
Affirms the role of national institutions, where they exist, as appropriate agencies for the dissemination of human rights materials and other public information activities under the auspices of the United Nations;


9.
Recognizes the important and constructive role that non-governmental organizations can play in cooperation with national institutions for the better promotion and protection of human rights;


10.
Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1993/33);


11.
Welcomes the holding of a meeting of national institutions within the framework of the World Conference on Human Rights and also welcomes the fact that representatives of national institutions have been invited to participate as observers in the World Conference and associated meetings;


12.
Requests the Secretary-General to finance attendance by representatives of national institutions from developing countries at the World Conference from the voluntary fund for the World Conference and invites Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to contribute to the voluntary fund for this purpose;


13.
Also requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights at its fourth session;


14.
Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report for the World Conference on possible means of assisting the establishment and strengthening of national institutions through international cooperation;


15.
Requests the Preparatory Committee to further consider ways of promoting the Principles relating to the status of national institutions and to bear in mind the report of the International Workshop on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, held in Paris in 1991 (E/CN.4/1992/43 and Add.1 and 2);


16.
Requests the Secretary-General to continue organizing in 1993, following the World Conference, the international workshop referred to in his report, to include in the agenda of the workshop the issues of promoting the establishment of national institutions and strengthening existing national institutions through international cooperation, and to take into account the results of the meeting of representatives of national institutions within the framework of the World Conference;


17.
Also requests the Secretary-General to give consideration to the results of the International Workshop held in Paris in 1991 as well as the results of other international meetings which build upon the Principles relating to the status of national institutions in the preparation of a manual on national institutions;


18.
Encourages Member States and competent bodies to give appropriate attention to national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of their preparations for the World Conference;


19.
Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its fiftieth session, and in particular ways to study and promote the Principles relating to the status of national institutions.

63rd meeting

9 March 1993

[Adopted without a vote..]
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