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United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004)

Commission on Human Rights resolution 2001/61


The Commission on Human Rights,


Guided by the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,


Reaffirming article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in accordance with which education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,


Recalling the provisions of other international human rights instruments, including article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which reflect the aims of the aforementioned article,


Taking into account its resolution 1993/56 of 9 March 1993, in which the Commission recommended that knowledge of human rights, both in its theoretical dimension and in its practical application, should be established as a priority in education policies,


Believing that every woman, man and child, to realize their full human potential, must be made aware of all their human rights, civil, cultural, economic, political and social,


Believing also that human rights education constitutes an important vehicle for the elimination of gender-based discrimination and ensuring equal opportunities through the promotion and protection of the human rights of women,


Convinced that human rights education should involve more than the provision of information and should constitute a comprehensive lifelong process by which people at all levels of development and in all societies learn respect for the dignity of others and the means and methods of ensuring that respect in all societies,


Convinced also that human rights education and information contribute to a concept of development consistent with the dignity of women and men of all ages which takes into account particularly vulnerable segments of society such as children, youth, older persons, indigenous people, minorities, rural and urban poor, migrant workers, refugees, persons with human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome infection and disabled persons,


Recognizing the role of education in constructing a culture of peace, in particular the teaching of the practice of non-violence, which will promote the purposes and principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, 


Bearing in mind that 2001 is the sixth year of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education and the first year of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World, and that their harmonization will enhance the advancement of human rights,


Welcoming the holding of the expert seminar on human rights and peace organized by the University for Peace and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva on 8 and 9 December 2000 as part of the activities in celebration of Human Rights Day on 11 December 2000 and guided by the broad theme of  “human rights education”,


Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted in June 1993 by the World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/23), in particular Part II, paragraphs 78 to 82, thereof,


Recalling the responsibility of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to coordinate relevant United Nations education and public information programmes in the field of human rights,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 49/184 of 23 December 1994, in which the Assembly proclaimed the ten-year period beginning on 1 January 1995 the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, welcomed the Plan of Action for the Decade (A/51/506/Add.1, appendix) and requested the High Commissioner to coordinate the implementation of the Plan of Action,


Noting General Assembly resolution 55/94 of 4 December 2000, in which the Assembly urged all Governments to contribute further to the implementation of the Plan of Action, in particular by encouraging the establishment, in accordance with national conditions, of broadly representative national committees for human rights education responsible for the development of comprehensive, effective and sustainable national plans of action for human rights education and information, taking into consideration the relevant guidelines developed by the Office of the High Commissioner, 


Bearing in mind that, according to the Plan of Action, during the year 2000 a mid-term global evaluation of progress made towards the achievement of the objectives of the Decade was to be undertaken by the Office of the High Commissioner, in cooperation with all other principal actors of the Decade, and that the High Commissioner was to report to the General Assembly on the results of the evaluation,


Recalling that the Commission, in its resolution 2000/71 of 26 April 2000, requested the Secretary-General, through the High Commissioner, to submit to the Commission, at its fifty-seventh session the recommendations of the mid-term evaluation report, 


1.
Acknowledges with appreciation the process of the mid-term global evaluation of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education undertaken from April to August 2000 by the Office of the High Commissioner, which included the launching of a worldwide survey, the organization of an on-line forum, the convening of an expert meeting and the preparation of the High Commissioner’s mid-term global evaluation report (A/55/360); 


2.
Takes note with appreciation of the mid-term global evaluation report of the High Commissioner, which includes an analysis of available information on progress made in the first five years of the Decade at the national, regional and international levels and recommendations for action during the remaining years of the Decade;


3.
Invites Governments and other Decade actors to consider disseminating widely the recommendations contained in the mid-term global evaluation report, which are annexed to the present resolution, and to take them into account in furthering their human rights education activities during the remaining years of the Decade;


4.
Invites Governments and intergovernmental organizations to provide information, as appropriate, to the High Commissioner on steps taken to implement the recommendations of the mid-term global evaluation report;


5.
Requests the High Commissioner to bring the recommendations of the mid-term global evaluation report and the present resolution to the attention of all members of the international community and of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned with human rights education and public information, and to report to the Commission, at its fifty-eighth session, on progress made towards the implementation of the present resolution under the same agenda item.

77th meeting

25 April 2001

[Adopted without a vote.]

Annex

 Recommendations of the mid-term global evaluation of the progress made

  towards the achievement of the objectives of the United Nations Decade

for Human Rights Education (1995-2004)*

1.
The following main findings of the mid-term global evaluation provide the basis for the following recommendations:


(a)
Obligations of States.  States Members of the United Nations have unanimously proclaimed the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, thereby making commitments relating to human rights education, as set out in General Assembly resolution 49/184 of 23 December 1994.  Prior to the Decade, Member States had ratified human rights treaties which contained provisions on human rights education, thereby setting themselves treaty obligations with regard to education in general and human rights education in particular.  The evaluation, however, reveals that effective national strategies for human rights education have very rarely been developed;


(b)
United Nations system.  The United Nations system has yet to adopt a system-wide response to the Decade, even though the United Nations reforms currently under way call for a system-wide mainstreaming of human rights in all United Nations activities, from needs and country assessment to priority-setting, programming, monitoring and evaluation;


(c)
National and local actors.  National and local actors have contributed greatly towards the achievement of the goals and objectives of the Decade.  As indicated above, the Decade has been a catalyst in eliciting a response from Governments but the response has been uneven and clearly much more needs to be done.  Both the United Nations and its Member States have repeatedly recognized the invaluable contribution of non-governmental organizations to human rights education.  The present review reconfirms that non-governmental organizations are key actors in that field, and that the Decade is slowly but increasingly proving to be a catalyst and an umbrella for their efforts.  There is a growing need, however, for increased collaboration and coordination between governmental and non-governmental actors in respect of their human rights education activities;


(d)
Regional cooperation.  The importance of regional and sub-regional approaches is clearly reflected in the work of non-governmental actors at those levels.  The present review, however, indicates that while there are well-established intergovernmental regional structures, both within and outside the United Nations, the potential of such structures to contribute to the realization of the goals of the Decade remains largely unfulfilled;


(e)
Monitoring, implementation and evaluation.  Despite the considerable efforts of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is clear from the experience of the first five years of the Decade that monitoring and evaluation of the Decade need to be strengthened at all levels (international, regional, sub-regional, national and local) and by all actors (intergovernmental, governmental and non-governmental alike);


(f)
Resources.  An enormous gap remains between the commitments and obligations made in connection with the Decade, the expectations raised, and the resources actually committed at every level.  This gap must be filled as a matter of urgency, if the remaining years of the Decade are to leave a strong foundation of achievement for subsequent work which will truly meet the needs of all for human rights education.  Sustainability of activities beyond the Decade is a crucial issue since, as the Decade itself clearly demonstrates, human rights education is indeed a lifelong process.

A.  Overall recommendations

2.
Overall recommendations directed at all principal actors and for implementation at all levels are set out below.

Human rights education:  concepts and methods

3.
Value-oriented human rights education alone is insufficient.  Human rights education should make reference to human rights instruments and mechanisms of protection, and to procedures for ensuring accountability.

4.
Creative participatory teaching methods that are relevant to peoples’ lives should be used, and human rights should be introduced as a holistic framework.

5.
Gender sensitivity should be emphasized in all educational activities.

6.
An enabling environment for human rights educators (including the provision of information, training, facilities, equipment and protection from harassment) should be ensured.

7.
Priority should be given to sustainable approaches (i.e., training of trainers, integration of human rights into all relevant training and educational curricula etc.).

Content of human rights education

8.
Activities for human rights education should address the following issues:


(a)
Economic, social and cultural rights;


(b)
Good governance;


(c)
Impunity, and international criminal tribunals to deal with crimes against humanity;


(d)
Human rights defenders (and the related United Nations declaration), racism and discrimination.

9.
The link between development and human rights should be stressed.

10.
The universality and indivisibility of human rights should be emphasized.

Programmes on human rights education

11.
Sufficient attention should be paid to ensure that the human rights education needs of children and young people, as well as of adults, are met.

12.
Interaction among children and youth belonging to different ethnic communities should be promoted.  Human rights education should be fostered within and outside school curricula.

13.
Human rights education should be promoted in all educational initiatives aimed at adults.

14.
Human rights education efforts aimed at the following targets should be increased:

(a)
Local government officials, community leaders (both secular and religious);


(b)
Legal and paralegal service providers;


(c)
Rural populations and illiterate people;


(d)
Women and girls;


(e)
Vulnerable groups, such as people with human immunodeficiency virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS), people with disabilities, minorities and the elderly;


(f)
Non-state actors, such as multinational corporations, trade and financial organizations (World Trade Organization, World Bank, International Monetary Fund etc.).

15.
The utilization of the Decade for Human Rights Education for mobilization and the establishment of partnerships should be increased.

Evaluation, research and monitoring

16.
Evaluation and studies and research of long-term impact should be undertaken in order to better understand which approaches work best and why, and in order to elaborate evaluation criteria.  Every project on human rights education should incorporate the development of indicators to evaluate qualitative impact.

Mass media and freedom of information 

17.
Mass media strategies that would effectively promote human rights should be developed.  Such strategies might include the following elements:


(a)
Media focus on human rights monitoring;


(b)
Increasing the use of the media by non-governmental organizations;


(c)
Training of media professionals on mechanisms for human rights protection;


(d)
Involvement of the community of artists;


(e)
Use by the media, when appropriate, of techniques of social marketing.

18.
Law reform, policies and practices that improve access to information and strengthen mechanisms that facilitate the flow of information and freedom of the press and other media should be promoted and implemented more vigorously.  Human rights education should focus on such law reform policies and practices.

19.
The possibilities offered by new information technologies in furthering human rights education should be better exploited, and access to such technologies should be increased.  Existing programmes supporting the on-line development of projects on human rights education should be strengthened and new programmes implemented.

Resources

20.
Good practices for human rights education should be identified, compiled and disseminated.

21.
Organizational capacity-building in human rights education should be fostered.

22.
Funding for human rights education should be increased.

23.
Research on issues related to human rights education should be enhanced in academic institutions and human rights institutes.

24.
When appropriate, alliances with the business sector should be developed in support of human rights education.

B.  National level

25.
Governments should reaffirm the commitments and obligations that they have already made in respect of human rights education and accelerate their pace of implementation so as to realize significant achievements by the end of the Decade.

26.
Governments should promote the development of national strategies for human rights education which are comprehensive (in terms of outreach), participatory (in terms of involvement of all relevant actors), effective (in terms of educational methodologies) and sustainable (over the long term).  Such strategies could be embodied in a national plan of action for human rights education (the relevant United Nations guidelines provide guidance in this regard).

27.
Human rights education should be included as a component of national development plans and of other relevant national plans of action (general plans of action on human rights or those relating to women, children, minorities, indigenous peoples, etc.). 

28.
All governmental and non-governmental actors should recognize, in a spirit of mutual respect, each other’s potential and capacities in furthering human rights education.  Partnerships should be established where cooperation (rather than co-option) is furthered.  Maximum use should be made of existing programmes, materials and resources.

29.
Systems for better coordination of effort and greater cooperation among the various governmental agencies should be developed.

30.
Non-governmental organizations should develop and implement strategies to encourage Governments to fulfil their obligations to integrate human rights education into all forms and levels of education for children, youth and adults, and should monitor those strategies.

31.
International resources and materials should be adapted to local linguistic and cultural contexts.

C.  Regional level

32.
Key regional human rights education organizations, institutions, agencies and networks should be supported (or, if necessary, established) to develop further the human rights education capacity within regions, including support for regional meetings, training of trainers, on-line networking and sharing of region-specific materials.

33.
Region-specific programmes or coordination systems to maximize the participation of national entities (whether governmental or non-governmental) in programmes on human rights education should be developed.  Such region-specific programmes can be linked to existing regional programmes supported by the United Nations.

34.
Strategies should be developed for the wider distribution of materials on human rights education through regional networks. 

35.
Links should be established with regional mass media, social development and other groups to encourage the inclusion of human rights in their training programmes.

36.
Existing regional intergovernmental organizations should be encouraged to integrate human rights education into their programmes and to allocate additional resources in that regard within the framework of the Decade.

37.
Work with regional, education-related intergovernmental organizations should be enhanced in order to promote human rights education.

D.  International level

38.
United Nations institutions should adopt a system-wide approach to the Decade.  An effective coordination system should be developed and the role of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in such a system should be strengthened.

39.
Effective human rights training should be undertaken for all United Nations staff.

40.
Human rights education should be included in the agenda of the special session of the General Assembly on the follow-up to the World Summit for Children, to be held in 2001.

41.
The Office of the High Commissioner, as requested by the General Assembly, should monitor the developments in human rights education that take place during the Decade.  In this regard, Governments should provide adequate means to enable the Office to fulfil that role.

42.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, through its network of national commissions, should play an active part in encouraging Governments to develop human rights curricula for formal education and to take steps to ensure that school environments are conducive to human rights education.

43.
United Nations treaty bodies should emphasize the obligations of States parties with regard to human rights education by actively seeking detailed information during their review of the reports of State parties.  Inadequacies in addressing priority target audiences should consistently be identified by treaty bodies as an area of concern.  In addition, treaty bodies should perform a clearing-house role by sharing with Governments approaches and strategies that have proven successful elsewhere, and should keep the Office of the High Commissioner informed of major national developments in human rights education.

44.
The capacity for human rights education of national presences of intergovernmental organizations (United Nations resident coordinators, field presences of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations information centres, national and local offices of United Nations agencies, etc.) should be strengthened so that they can provide technical support to national and local activities for human rights education.

45.
Intergovernmental organizations should facilitate collaboration between governmental institutions and non-governmental organizations at the national level.

46.
Educational materials developed by international organizations should be made easily accessible, distributed free of charge and translated into local languages.

47.
The potential support and contribution to human rights education by non-State actors, including the business community, as well as development, trade and financial organizations, should be explored. 

__________________________

*  Taken from the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/55/360, chap. V, paras. 129-175).
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