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Development of public information activities in the field of

human rights, including the World Public Information

Campaign on Human Rights

Commission on Human Rights resolution 2003/62


The Commission on Human Rights,


Recalling its resolution 2001/63 of 25 April 2001,


Reaffirming that activities to improve public knowledge in the field of human rights are essential to the fulfilment of the purposes and principles of the United Nations set out in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations, and that carefully designed programmes of teaching, education and information are essential to the achievement of lasting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 43/128 of 8 December 1988, by which the Assembly launched the World Public Information Campaign on Human Rights, and other Assembly resolutions and its own resolutions on this subject,


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 49/184 of 23 December 1994, in which the Assembly proclaimed the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 1995, the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004, and its own resolutions on this subject,


Taking note of General Assembly resolution 57/206 of 18 December 2002 and of resolution 57/212 of 18 December 2002 in which the Assembly invited all Governments to reaffirm their commitments and obligations to develop national strategies for human rights,


Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 926 (X) of 14 December 1955, in which the Assembly established the United Nations programme of advisory services in the field of human rights with a view to supporting, inter alia, national capacities for human rights education and public information,


Mindful of the fact that the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in accordance with to his mandate as established by General Assembly resolution 48/141 of 20 December 1993, is responsible, inter alia, for the provision of advisory services and technical cooperation at the request of States, as well as for the coordination of United Nations education and public information programmes in the field of human rights,


Recognizing the significant effect of United Nations initiatives on public information activities in the field of human rights, in particular those undertaken by the High Commissioner and by the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat,


Recognizing also the role of the Department of Public Information, in the context of the Joint United Nations Information Committee, in developing system-wide public information strategies on human rights,


Noting the valuable role that non-governmental organizations can play in this endeavour,


Believing that the World Campaign is a valuable complement to the activities of the United Nations aimed at the further promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and recalling the importance attached by the World Conference on Human Rights to strengthening the World Campaign,


Welcoming the increased efforts undertaken by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to disseminate human rights information through its web site (http://www.unhchr.ch), its publications and its external relations programmes, and welcoming also the efforts of the Department of Public Information with respect to the provision of computer-accessible information on human rights,


1.
Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the development of public information activities in the field of human rights, including the World Public Information Campaign on Human Rights (E/CN.4/2003/99); 


2.
Also takes note with appreciation of the reports of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on recent activities undertaken in the framework of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004 (E/CN.4/2003/100), as well as of the study of the High Commissioner on the follow-up to the Decade (E/CN.4/2003/101);


3.
Expresses its appreciation of the measures taken by the Department of Public Information, in particular the United Nations information centres, and the Office of the High Commissioner to ensure the further production and effective dissemination of human rights information materials in regional and local languages, in close cooperation with regional, national and local organizations, as well as with Governments, in particular as a component of the technical assistance projects in the field of human rights;
4.
Also expresses its appreciation for the close cooperation developed between the Office of the High Commissioner and the Department of Public Information in the realization of the multimedia information programmes in the field of human rights to strengthen the role of the mass media in the furtherance of human rights education and public information;


5.
Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to continue the development, within the framework of its programme of advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights, of human rights education and training materials, such as targeted training manuals for professional audiences and for human rights field monitors, given the close link and complementarity between human rights education and public information;


6.
Also encourages the Office of the High Commissioner to establish guidelines on gender inclusivity in all the official languages of the United Nations, for use in the preparation of all its communications, reports and publications;


7.
Urges the Department of Public Information, in cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner, to continue to utilize fully and effectively the United Nations information centres for the purpose of disseminating, within their designated areas of activity, basic information and reference materials on human rights and fundamental freedoms in the official languages of the United Nations and in the relevant national and local languages; 


8.
Also urges the Department of Public Information to produce, in cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner, information material, in particular audio-visual material, on all aspects of human rights, in connection with the World Public Information Campaign on Human Rights and the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education; 


9.
Requests the Secretary-General to take advantage as much as possible of the collaboration of other international and regional intergovernmental organizations and of non-governmental organizations in the implementation of the World Campaign and the Decade;


10.
Stresses the importance of an effective and comprehensive international strategy to increase public awareness of human rights through the media and, in particular: 


(a)
Emphasizes the need for an appropriate capacity to communicate the human rights message effectively; 


(b)
Welcomes the establishment of an External Relations Branch in the Office of the High Commissioner as an important way to enhance the ability of the Office to ensure that human rights information is readily available to the general public, thereby also contributing to the creation of a culture of human rights; 


(c)
Encourages the international community, including the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United Nations to extend its support to the building of the capacities and resources of the External Relations Branch, along with its activities;


(d)
Recognizes that elaborating guidelines and providing support for communications and public outreach in the field is an essential component in the work of the Office;


(e)
Welcomes efforts by the Office to share widely information about its technical cooperation projects and field activities and encourages it to pursue this information outreach vigorously both at its headquarters and its field presences; 


11.
Emphasizes the important anniversaries in 2003, including the tenth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the fifty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, recognizes their importance in the promotion and protection of human rights and urges Member States to extend their support to and cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner in preparing, in an appropriate way, these commemorations; 


12.
Calls upon all Governments, the Department of Public Information, the Office of the High Commissioner and United Nations specialized agencies: 


(a)
To broaden knowledge globally of the international human rights standards and the corresponding United Nations mechanisms; 


(b)
To adopt an approach to the dissemination of information concerning human rights initiatives and activities aimed at making this information more readable, understandable and accessible in order to increase awareness of human rights and fundamental freedoms among the general public;  


13.
Also calls upon Governments, in accordance with their national conditions, to accord priority, in particular among their parliamentary assemblies, to the dissemination in their relevant national and local languages of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other human rights instruments, human rights materials and training manuals, as well as reports of States parties under the human rights treaties, and to provide training, education and information in those languages on the practical ways in which national and international institutions and procedures may be utilized to ensure the effective implementation of those instruments; 


14.
Urges all Member States to develop a comprehensive, effective and sustainable national plan of action for human rights education and public information, as an integral part of a broad national plan of action for human rights and complementary to other national plans already defined, such as those relating to women, minorities and indigenous peoples, in accordance with the guidelines for national plans of action for human rights education developed by the Office of the High Commissioner (A/52/469/Add.1 and Corr.1) and the Plan of Action for the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (A/51/506/Add.1, appendix);


15.
Encourages Governments to consider, within the national plans or other regional plans mentioned in paragraph 14 above, the establishment of public access to human rights resource and training centres capable of engaging in research, gender-sensitive training of trainers, the preparation, collection, translation and dissemination of human rights education and training materials, the organization of courses, conferences, workshops and public information campaigns and assistance in the implementation of internationally sponsored technical cooperation projects for human rights education and public information; 


16.
Also encourages Governments, where such national public access to human rights resource and training centres already exists, to strengthen their capacity to support human rights education and public information programmes at the international, regional, national and local levels, inter alia through on-line services such as educational portals and long-distance training tools;


17.
Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner, through its programme of advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights, and other international and regional intergovernmental organizations to give priority to and continue to support, inter alia, national capacities for human rights education and public information;


18.
Encourages Governments to contribute to the further development of the web site of the Office of the High Commissioner, in particular with respect to the dissemination of human rights education materials and tools, and to continue and expand the publications and external relations programmes of the Office;


19.
Also encourages Governments, regional organizations and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to explore the potential support and contribution to human rights education and public information by all relevant partners, including the private sector, development, trade and financial institutions and the media, and to seek their cooperation in the development of human rights education and public information strategies;


20.
Calls upon the Department of Public Information and all relevant United Nations agencies and bodies further to develop mass media strategies for an effective promotion of human rights, as recommended in the report of the High Commissioner on the mid-term global evaluation of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (A/55/360);


21.
Requests the Secretary-General to make available adequate resources from within the regular budget of the United Nations in order to allow the Office of the High Commissioner and the Department of Public Information to implement fully their respective programmes;


22.
Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its sixty-first session, a report on public information activities, with special emphasis on activities 

relating to the World Public Information Campaign on Human Rights, the follow-up activities to the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and the technical cooperation projects and field presences of the Office of the High Commissioner;


23.
Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its sixty-first session under the same agenda item, in connection with the question of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004.

61st meeting

24 April 2003

[Adopted without a vote.  

See chap. XVII.- E/CN.4/2003/L.11/Add.6]
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