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Procedure for special sessions of the Commission on Human Rights

Economic and Social Council decision 1993/286

At its 44th plenary meeting, on 28 July 1993, the Council, noting Commission on Human rights resolution 1993/96 of 11 March 1993, recalling its own resolution 1990/48 of 25 May 1990, in which it authorized the Commission on Human Rights to meet exceptionally between its regular sessions, provided that a majority of States members of the Commission so agreed, mindful of the need for the Commission on Human Rights to deal with urgent and acute human rights situations in the most expeditious way, and recognizing the need to specify the procedure to be followed in the case of a request for a special session of the Commission on Human Rights, decided that the procedure for convening special sessions of the Commission on Human Rights in accordance with its resolution 1990/48 should be that contained in the annex to the present decision.

Annex

PROCEDURE FOR SPECIAL SESSIONS OF

THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

1. Any State Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary-General to convene a special session of the Commission on Human Rights.  Such a request shall be submitted, together with the reasons for the request, to the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights at Geneva.

2.  The following rules shall apply for the consideration of such requests:

(a)  The Assistant Secretary-General shall immediately transmit the request, together with the reasons given, to the States members of the Commission by the most expeditious means of communication available and inquire whether or not they support the request;

(b)  States members of the Commission shall, within four United Nations working days from the date of the communication from the Assistant Secretary-General, express in writing their views concerning the request;

(c)  The replies from States members of the Commission must reach the office of the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights not later than 6 p.m. Geneva time on the fourth day;

(d)  The Assistant Secretary-General shall duly inform the States members of the Commission of the results of the inquiry and, if the majority of States members have expressed support for the convening of a special session of the Commission within the deadline referred to in paragraph 2 (c) above, in conformity with Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/48 of 25 May 1990, the Assistant Secretary-General shall communicate the opening date of the special session;

(e) The special session shall open between the fourth and the sixth United Nations working day after the deadline referred to in paragraph 2 (c) above.

3. In considering the appropriateness of holding a special session, States members of the Commission may take into consideration whether the Economic and Social Council or the General Assembly is in regular session and is, or is likely to be, seized of the matter concerned.

4. The duration of the special session shall, in principle, not exceed three days.

5. The rules of procedure of such a special session shall be the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.

6. The Commission on Human Rights meeting in special session may take the same decisions as at its regular sessions.

7. If the Commission in special session requests the submission of a report on the matter under consideration, the report, together with any information provided by the State concerned, shall be distributed promptly by the Assistant Secretary-General to all States members of the Commission.

8. If the report and the information referred to in paragraph 7 above are not considered by the Commission meeting in special session on the issue, they shall be considered at the next regular session of the Commission or the General Assembly or at the next substantive session of the Economic and Social Council, whichever occurs earlier.
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