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Continuing obligations under international human rights instruments

Sub-Commission on Human Rights resolution 2000/27


The Sub­Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,


Affirming the human rights principles set forth and elaborated within the International Bill of Human Rights and recognizing the responsibility of all nations to promote and protect the human rights of all peoples,


Recognizing that as Governments decide to ratify human rights treaties and implement the standards set forth therein, an important progression is made towards the universal promotion and protection of human rights,


Recalling the principles established by the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties,


Acknowledging article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,


Recalling Commission resolutions 1998/9 and 1998/10 of 3 April 1998, 1999/25 and 1999/41 of 26 April 1999, 1999/78 of 28 April 1999 and 2000/67 of 26 April 2000, in which the Commission encouraged all Governments to ratify the International Covenants on Human Rights and other human rights treaties,


Reaffirming its resolution 1999/5 of 25 August 1999, 


Guided by General Comment 26 of the Human Rights Committee, in which the Committee noted that 
international law does not permit a State which has ratified or acceded or succeeded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to denounce it or withdraw from it,


Recognizing that withdrawal from a human rights mechanism may or may not be unlawful under the treaty in question, but noting that in practice it has only occurred following a determination of violation of the relevant treaty commitment by the mechanism in question,


Convinced that such attempts to withdraw from, or otherwise to modify the scope of obligations under international human rights treaties and monitoring mechanisms seriously weaken the international effort towards the promotion and protection of human rights in all parts of the world,


1.
Appeals strongly to all States that have not yet done so to become parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as other international and regional human rights treaties;


2.
Encourages the full participation of all Member States in the United Nations human rights system, as well as in the regional human rights jurisdictional systems in their respective regions;


3.
Invites all States and all relevant United Nations human rights mechanisms and procedures to pay continued attention to the importance of mutual cooperation, understanding and dialogue in ensuring the promotion and protection of human rights;


4.
Decides:


(a)
To recommend that the Commission on Human Rights consider the implications of withdrawal from, or limitation of the scope of international treaty obligations at its next session under item 17 of the provisional agenda on the promotion and protection of human rights;


(b)
To continue consideration of this question at its fifty­third session under the same agenda item.

28th meeting

18 August 2000

[Adopted without a vote. ]
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