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The relationship between the enjoyment of economic, social and

 cultural rights and the right to development, and the working

 methods and activities of transnational corporations

Sub-Commission on Human Rights resolution 2002/8


The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,


Recalling its resolution 1998/8 of 20 August 1998, which established, for a three-year period, a sessional working group of the Sub-Commission, composed of five of its members, to examine the working methods and activities of transnational corporations,


Recalling also its resolution 2001/3 of 15 August 2001, in which it decided to extend, for a three-year period, the mandate of that working group so that it could fulfil its mandate, in particular by contributing to the drafting of relevant norms concerning human rights and transnational corporations and other economic units whose activities have an impact on the enjoyment of human rights,


Taking into account the background document (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1995/11), the report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1996/12 and Corr.1) submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with its resolution 1995/31 of 24 August 1995 and the working paper (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/6) prepared by Mr. El-Hadji Guissé in accordance with its resolution 1997/11 concerning transnational corporations, as well as the documents studied by the working group and the discussions that took place during its sessions from 1999 to 2002,


Taking note, in particular, of the working group’s 2002 report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/13) and the in-depth discussions held during the working group’s 2002 session,


Taking note also of the draft human rights principles and responsibilities for transnational corporations and other industrial or commercial enterprises submitted to the working group (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/WG.2/WP.1 and Add.1) and the related commentary (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/WG.2/WP.1/Add.2),


1.
Encourages the working group charged with examining the working methods and activities of transnational corporations to continue its discussions in accordance with its mandate under resolutions 1998/8 of 20 August 1998 and 2001/3 of 15 August 2001 and, in particular, invites Mr. El-Hadji Guissé to pursue his work on the impact of transnational corporations on economic, social and cultural rights, and to report to the working group at its next session;


2.
Notes that the working group annexed the draft norms on responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human rights (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/13, annex) to its 2002 report, taking into consideration the comments received during the Sub-Commission’s annual sessions and in particular during the working group’s meetings;


3.
Requests that the draft norms on responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human rights and the working group’s report be widely circulated among non-governmental organizations, Governments, specialized agencies and other interested parties for comment, in the expectation that their comments will be taken into account when the draft is considered by the working group at its meetings during the Sub-Commission’s fifty-fifth session, as well as by the Sub-Commission, and in the further expectation that the working group will submit a draft in the light of comments already received and to be received to the Sub-Commission for plenary consideration at the fifty-fifth session;


4.
Recommends that the working group and the Sub-Commission continue their efforts to explore possible mechanisms for implementing the draft norms on responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human rights, such as:


(a)
The use of those human rights-related norms as a basis for determining the purchases of goods and services from and the partnerships developed with transnational corporations and other enterprises;


(b)
The establishment or nomination, by the Commission, of a group of experts, a special rapporteur or a working group to receive information and undertake effective measures with regard to human rights violations or abuses committed by transnational corporations and other enterprises;


(c)
The use of other possible mechanisms of implementation;


5.
Invites the working group, and in particular the authors of the commentary on the draft norms on responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human rights (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/WG.2/WP.1/Add.1), to continue working on the draft norms and the commentary, so that it may serve as a reference for the practical interpretation and further development of the aforementioned draft norms and may be submitted to the working group and to the Sub-Commission at the fifty-fifth session;


6.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide the working group with whatever services it requires to complete its tasks;


7.
Decides to continue consideration of this matter at its fifty-fifth session under the relevant agenda item.

22nd meeting

14 August 2002

[Adopted without a vote.  See chap. VI.]
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