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2003/5.   United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004

The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,


Reaffirming article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in accordance with which education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,


Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted in June 1993 by the World Conference on Human Rights, in particular Part II, paragraphs 78 to 82 thereof, 


Welcoming the meaningful cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on this matter,


Affirming that human rights education is a key to changing attitudes and behaviour based on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and to promoting tolerance and respect for diversity in societies, and that such education is a determining factor in the promotion, dissemination and protection of the democratic values of justice and equity, which are essential to prevent and combat the spread of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, as was recognized at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in Durban, South Africa, from 31 August to 8 September 2001,


Recalling the responsibility of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to coordinate relevant United Nations education and public information programmes in the field of human rights, 


Recalling also General Assembly resolution 49/184 of 23 December 1994, in which the Assembly proclaimed the ten-year period beginning on 1 January 1995 the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, welcomed the Plan of Action for the Decade and requested the High Commissioner to coordinate the implementation of the Plan of Action, 


Recognizing the invaluable and creative role that non-governmental and community‑based organizations play in the promotion and protection of human rights by disseminating public information and engaging in human rights education, especially at the grass-roots level and in remote and rural communities, 


Welcoming the initiative of the Office of the High Commissioner to develop further the project entitled “Assisting Communities Together”, launched in 1998, supported by voluntary funds and designed to provide small grants to grass-roots and local organizations carrying out practical human rights activities, 


Recalling the midterm global evaluation of progress made towards the achievement of the objectives of the Decade undertaken by the Office of the High Commissioner, in cooperation with all other principal actors in the Decade, which was presented in the relevant report of the High Commissioner to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session (A/55/360), 


Recalling with appreciation the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the implementation of the Plan of Action of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004 (E/CN.4/2003/100),


Recalling also with appreciation the study of the High Commissioner on the follow-up to the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004 (E/CN.4/2003/101),


1.
Encourages Governments, regional organizations and intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations to explore further the potential support and contribution to human rights education of all relevant partners, including the private sector, development, trade and financial institutions and the media, and to seek their cooperation in the development of human rights education strategies;


2.
Recommends that the human rights treaty bodies, when examining reports of States parties, devote attention specifically to human rights education and that human rights education be included in the agenda of the annual meeting of the persons chairing the treaty bodies so that they can make recommendations on how human rights education can contribute to national capacity-building aimed at strengthening national human rights protection mechanisms;


3.
Also recommends that the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, jointly with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and in consultation with all Member States, in accordance with paragraph 21 of Commission resolution 2003/70 of 25 April 2003, encourage Governments to organize meetings, workshops and other activities at the regional and international levels on the achievements and shortcomings of the Decade, to be coordinated by the Office of the High Commissioner; 


4.
Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to make available the study of the High Commissioner on the follow-up to the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004 (E/CN.4/2003/101) to the members of the Sub-Commission at its fifty‑sixth session in order that they may review the achievements of the Decade and explore the possibilities for further steps to be taken under the Plan of Action of the Decade;


5.
Recommends the following draft decision to the Commission on Human Rights for adoption:

“The Commission on Human Rights, taking into consideration the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the follow-up to the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004 (E/CN.4/2003/101), as well as the recommendations contained in the report of the High Commissioner on the midterm evaluation of the Decade (A/55/360), decides to recommend to the Economic and Social Council that it recommend to the General Assembly the proclamation of a second Decade for Human Rights Education to begin on 1 January 2005.”
21st meeting
13 August 2003
[Adopted without a vote.
See E/CN.4/2004/2, E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/43, chap. VIII.]
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